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The 2004 High School Leadership Academy staff- BC students and alumni - are surrounded by
scenes from this year's activities. The 7 0 academy participants, rising high school juniors and
seniors representing 50 high schools from six states as far away as New Jersey, participated in
seminars and practical workshops to develop their skills in teamwork, effective communication,
and conflict resolution, among other things. BC staffers are (clockwise beginning at bonom, center!: Zach
Brandon, '05, Emily Price, '07, Christina Simko, '05, Melissa Lyons, '06, Lynise Massella, '01, leadership
institute coordinator, Terri Baker, '07, Dr. KarenWigginton, vice president for college relations and director
of the Zane D. Showker Leadership Institute, April Spittle, '04, Nicole Scott, '05, Andrew Eppes, '05, Chris
Johnson, '05, Jon Small, '05, Eric Nolley, '06, Justin Pruett, '05, Andy Miracle, '03, Brad Hayes, '06, David
Glazer, '06, Dr. Bill Miracle, dean of students, Elise Sims, '06, Dwyan Morris, '06, Kristen Young, '05, Brooke
Bredel, '06, Sarah Wood, '06, Beth Eller, '05, and Sarah Coffey, '05
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Welcome, New Faculty

The Steinway Leeacy

Above: OtorJPresident
Phillip Stone, Dr. Paul
Wampler, Cherrill
Stone, Priscilla
Wampler, Dr. Jesse
Hopkins Jr., Janet
Laird, Steinway
representative, Prof.
Larry Taylor and Joel
Bremner show off the
Steinway piano they
selected.
Followin� p�e:Joel
Bremner practices on
the new Steinway
concert grand in the
Carter Center for
Worship and Music.

Dr. J. Paul and Priscilla Wakeman Wampler,
both class of 1954, love music so much that they
wanted to make it part of their legacy to their
alma mater. In August, the College accepted
delivery of the couple's gift - a "Model D"
concert grand piano made by Steinway and
Sons, which will benefit generations of future
Bridgewater students,
The new piano adds to the music
department's fine resources for training students.
"It's the very besi: instrument in the world for
study and performance," says Dr. Jesse Hopkins
Jr., the Edwin L Turner Distinguished Professor of
Music and department chair. "It gives students
the opportunity fo perform on a world-class
instrument,"
The Wamplers gave their gift through
Steinway's Living Legacy Program, which allows
individuals to give a Steinway piano to a

charitable organization. As a way of expressing
thanks, the Steinway staff invites the donors and
their guests to New York City to select the piano,
tour the Steinway factory in Queens and visit
Steinway Hall in Manhattan.
In July, the Wamplers made the trip to New
York, accompanied by President Phillip Stone
and his wife, Cherrill, Hopkins, music professor
Larry Taylor and junior music major Joel
Bremner. Hopkins explains that Steinway builds
about 100 concert grand pianos every year each instrument takes about a year to complete
- and the Bridgewater entourage had five
recently completed concert grand pianos from
which to choose.
Taylor and Bremner spent over two hours
playing each piano and selecting the right one
for Bridgewater. Honored to be invited to help
select the piano that would become the College's
instrument, Bremner says he and Taylor "had a
blast," taking turns playing and listening to the
pianos.
"Picking from pianos of that quality isn't
easy, but it's really hard to make a bad choice,"
Bremner says, noting that each piano has its own
distinct characteristics and sound quality. "W hen
we got to this one, we had played on three
others already, but this one far surpassed the
others. Both of us knew this was the one."
The new Steinway has been placed on the
stage of the recital hall in the Carter Center for
Worship and Music, ensuring that piano students
will have numerous practice and performance
opportunities on the instrument. The new
Steinway, along with a smaller Boston grand
piano (a brand made by Steinway), has allowed
the music department to shift all of the College's
pianos in ways that will benefit teaching, practice
and performance, Hopkins notes.
Prior to the Steinway's delivery, the stage in
the Carter Center's recital hall was rebuilt, and
the carpet was replaced with parquet flooring.
One reason for the new floor, Hopkins explains,

• TimothyJ. Brazill
assistant professor of socioloQy;
Ph.D., University of California, Irvine
• Charles P. Fleis
assistant professor of Spanish and French;
Ph.D. candidate, Middlebury ColleQe
• Karen o. Fritz
associate professor of business adminis
tration; Ed.D., East Tennessee State University
• Lori A. Gano-overway
assistant professor of health and exercise
science; Ph.D., MichiQan State University
• Heather Heckel
assistant professor of political science and
history; Ph.D., GeorQia State University
• Stephen A. Horn
instructor of mathematics;
M.S., University of Florida
•RobenKoy
instructor of health and exercise science;
MA, Sam Houston State University

is to make the piano easier to move around. But
another important reason is to enhance sound
quality. The hardwood floor, he says, allows
sound to "resonate through the floor rather
than through the piano dolly." It's a richer, more
pure sound. "It's already a good room with
good acoustical properties," Hopkins adds, "but
the floor will make it have outstanding acoustical
properties."
Bremner is excited to have numerous
opportunities to play the instrument. " It's a
wonderful contribution to the music department
in every area," he says. "It really cannot be
expressed in just a few words - it will affect the
bands, the choirs and soloists, everyone. It will
have a huge impact on every aspect of the music
department, and I'm excited."
The new Steinway concert grand piano was
dedicated on Oct. 24, with a recital by Stanislav
Ioudenitch, gold medal winner of the 11th Van
Cliburn International Piano Competition in July
-kdb
2001.

• Timothy A. Kreps
assistant professor of bioloQy;
Ph.D. candidate, University of Notre Dame
• Timothy D. Layne
instructor of history and communication
studies; Ph.D. candidate, University of
Illinois, Urbana-ChampaiQn
•MelissaMeehan
assistant professor of mathematics;
Ph.D., University ofVirQinia
• H. Nicole Myers
assistant professor of education;
Ph.D., George Mason University
• Leon SChimmoeller
assistant professor of business administra
tion; D.B.A. candidate, Nova Southeastern
(Fla.) University
•Michelle Tllmer
instructor for communication studies and
EnQlish; M.F.A., University of MichiQan
• Sharon N. Yunus
assistant professor of education;
Ph.D., University of Florida
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The Steinway Leeacy
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Phillip Stone, Dr. Paul
Wampler, Cherrill
Stone, Priscilla
Wampler, Dr. Jesse
Hopkins Jr., Janet
Laird, Steinway
representative, Prof.
Larry Taylor and Joel
Bremner show off the
Steinway piano they
selected.
Followin� p�e: Joel
Bremner practices on
the new Steinway
concert grand in the
Carter Center for
Worship and Music.

Dr. J. Paul and Priscilla Wakeman Wampler,
both class of 1954, love music so much that they
wanted to make it part of their legacy to their
alma mater, In August, the College accepted
delivery of the couple's gift - a "Model D"
concert grand piano made by Steinway and
Sons, which will benefit generations of future
Bridgewater students,
The new piano adds to the music
department's fine resources for training students,
"It's the very best instrument in the world for
study and performance," says Dr. Jesse Hopkins
Jr,, the Edwin L Turner Distinguished Professor of
Music and department chair, "It gives students
the opportunity fo perform on a world-class
instrument."
The Wamplers gave their gift through
Steinway's Living Legacy Program, which allows
individuals to give a Steinway piano to a

charitable organization. As a way of expressing
thanks, the Steinway staff invites the donors and
their guests to New York City to select the piano,
tour the Steinway factory in Queens and visit
Steinway Hall in Manhattan.
In July, the Wamplers made the trip to New
York, accompanied by President Phillip Stone
and his wife, Cherrill, Hopkins, music professor
Larry Taylor and junior music major Joel
Bremner. Hopkins explains that Steinway builds
about 100 concert grand pianos every year each instrument takes about a year to complete
- and the Bridgewater entourage had five
recently completed concert grand pianos from
which to choose.
Taylor and Bremner spent over two hours
playing each piano and selecting the right one
for Bridgewater. Honored to be invited to help
select the piano that would become the College's
instrument, Bremner says he and Taylor "had a
blast," taking turns playing and listening to the
pianos.
"Picking from pianos of that quality isn't
easy, but it's really hard to make a bad choice,"
Bremner says, noting that each piano has its own
distinct characteristics and sound quality. "W hen
we got to this one, we had played on three
others already, but this one far surpassed the
others. Both of us knew this was the one."
The new Steinway has been placed on the
stage of the recital hall in the Carter Center for
Worship and Music, ensuring that piano students
will have numerous practice and performance
opportunities on the instrument. The new
Steinway, along with a smaller Boston grand
piano (a brand made by Steinway), has allowed
the music department to shift all of the College's
pianos in ways that will benefit teaching, practice
and performance, Hopkins notes.
Prior to the Steinway's delivery, the stage in
the Carter Center's recital hall was rebuilt, and
the carpet was replaced with parquet flooring.
One reason for the new floor, Hopkins explains,

• TimothyJ. Brazill
assistant professor of sociology;
Ph.D., University of California, Irvine
• Charles P. Fleis
assistant professor of Spanish and French;
Ph.D. candidate, Middlebury College
• Karen o. Fritz
associate professor of business adminis
tration; Ed.D., East Tennessee State University
• Lori A. Gano-overway
assistant professor of health and exercise
science; Ph.D., Michigan State University
• Heather Heckel
assistant professor of political science and
history; Ph.D., Georgia State University
• Stephen A. Horn
instructor of mathematics;
M.S., University of Florida
• RobenKoy
instructor of health and exercise science;
MA, Sam Houston State University

is to make the piano easier to move around. But
another important reason is to enhance sound
quality, The hardwood floor, he says, allows
sound to "resonate through the floor rather
than through the piano dolly," It's a richer, more
pure sound. "It's already a good room with
good acoustical properties," Hopkins adds, "but
the floor will make it have outstanding acoustical
properties,"
Bremner is excited to have numerous
opportunities to play the instrument. " It's a
wonderful contribution to the music department
in every area," he says. "It really cannot be
expressed in just a few words - it will affect the
bands, the choirs and soloists, everyone. It will
have a huge impact on every aspect of the music
department, and I'm excited."
The new Steinway concert grand piano was
dedicated on Oct. 24, with a recital by Stanislav
Ioudenitch, gold medal winner of the ll'h Van
Cliburn International Piano Competition in July
2001.
-kdb

• Timothy A. Kreps
assistant professor of biology;
Ph.D. candidate, University of Notre Dame
• Timothy D. Layne
instructor of history and communication
studies; Ph.D. candidate, University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
• MelissaMeehan
assistant professor of mathematics;
Ph.D., University of Virginia
• H. Nicole Myers
assistant professor of education;
Ph.D., George Mason University
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English; M.F.A., University of Michigan
• Sharon N. Yunus
assistant professor of education;
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Marriage of Mission

Student Or�anist Studies in
Canada

By Cara Ellen Modisett

Every two years for the past six, Gerald, '52, and Eleanor Roller have taken a long journey, flying from
their U.S. home to a city overseas. Once there, they drive for a day on modern highways, moving 50 miles an hour
past round huts built in the 18th century with no running water, past ponds full of egrets and herds of camels
through a semi-desert.
It's a long way from America.
"Some roads you don't drive at night, because of robbers," says Gerald. "They
may kill you."
These are the roads in Nigeria, Africa, where the Rollers have served as
missionaries in recent years.
Gerald, originally from Timberville, Va., and Eleanor, from Winston-Salem, N.C.,
met as students at the Medical College of Virginia - Gerald was studying to be a
doctor, and Eleanor to be a nurse. After marrying, they lived in Seattle, Japan (where
Gerald served a two-year stint as a doctor for the U.S. Army) and Richmond, Va. They
finally settled in Roanoke, Va., in 1962, where Gerald practiced medicine for 37 years.
Eleanor worked as a pediatric nurse until they had their second of five children (The
fifth was adopted: "I enjoy children so much," explains Eleanor, "and we had room.").
Eleanor, the daughter of a pastor in the Moravian church, always wanted to be a
missionary, inspired by summer camps and the missionaries who would have dinner at
her home.
Though raising children kept them from doing overseas mission work early in
their marriage, the Rollers weren't deterred from doing their own sort of mission work
here in the states. Gerald's medical practice saw many patients who could not pay.
And for 10 years, the family took care of children who had been removed from difficult
home situations by Social Services.
In 1976, the Church of the Brethren's Virlina District asked the
couple to take leadership training with the Association for Couples in
Marriage Enrichment (ACME), an international, non-profit organization
headquartered in Winston-Salem that promotes stronger marriages.
They agreed, and the decision took their lives in new directions.
"For the first 20 years we had a good marriage," says Gerald, but
both agree ACME changed their marriage for the better.

For more
information on
the Association for
Couples in
Marriage
Enrichment, visit
www.bettermarriaQes.orQ.

The Rollers, married for 48 years, have led marriage seminars and
retreats both in the United States and in Nigeria, and through these
programs, they teach couples to build marriages where both partners
are equal and work toward solutions together.
"You must tell [your spouse] how you think and feel emotionally about things," explains Gerald, "whether it's
your marriage, or life or the children, and you do that without demand."
When there's a problem, adds Eleanor, "you work together on a solution."
The philos_ophy: strong, loving marriages are a way to world peace.

Jonathan Emmons, a senior music major,
attended the Organ Academy International
Summer School at Mount Royal College
Conservatory in Calgary, Alberta, from July 26
to Aug. 3. He was one of 12 young organists
selected from around the world to participate
in the program, and he was awarded a partial
scholarship to attend.
Under the direction of Simon Preston,
former organist and choirmaster at Christ
Church in Oxford, England, and London's
Westminster Abbey, the program offers
intensive, short-term organ instruction in both
small group and individual sessions taught by a
distinguished faculty. Emmons also was
required to have some standard organ works
prepared in advance, and at the conclusion of
the program, he participated in a recital,
performing J.S. Bach's Prelude and Fugue in E
Major, BWV 566 (I, III, N).
Emmons, who has only taken formal organ
lessons for about two years, says he benefitted
from studying under different faculty members
with contrasting playing and teaching styles. He
brought home new practice techniques,
psychological strategies for playing and
performance, and tips for selection of
repertoire. "Already in my practicing, I can tell
that I'm approaching things differently,"
Emmons said after returning home. "The
experience in Calgary was inspiring and so very
worthwhile."
Emmons, who also served as organist for
the Church of the Brethren's Annual
Conference in Charleston, W. Va., this summer,
plans to enroll in graduate school next year to
pursue a master's degree in choral conducting,
with his instrument of performance as the
organ. He hopes to someday teach at the
college level. -kdb
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VFIC Supports Summer Research
Rebecca JoAnne carbau!!h, a rising junior
majoring in physics with a minor in
Spanish, received a Summer
Research Grant from the V irginia
Foundation for Independent
Colleges. The award of $2,500
funded her project, "The
Investigation of Anomalous
Behavior in Sunspot Relative
Intensity Profiles." The project
involved analyzing solar intensity
data from the NASA-funded
Halogen Occultation Experiment
(HALOE).
Sunspots are areas on the sun
that appear dark because of their
low temperatures, Carbaugh
explained while on campus during
the summer. These active regions
are located in areas where there is
enhanced and chaotic magnetic
activity. "Similar to other active
region phenomena, sunspots are
created when intensely chaotic and
twisted magnetic fields protrude
through the photosphere and push
the photospheric plasma away from these
sites," Carbaugh wrote in her proposal. The
sunspot data she examined, collected by her
research advisor Dr. Phillip Spickler, exhibited
abnormal behavior on two particular dates, and
Carbaugh spent hours in the lab searching for
clues that might indicate why this occurred. ■

Rebecca Carbaugh

The Food Here is Great!
For the fourth year in a row, Chartwells at
Bridgewater College, the College's food service
provider, earned a 5-Star status award. The
award was presented at the company's regional
meeting at Bard College in Albany, N.Y., in
June. In addition, Haitham Shtaieh, director of
dining services, received the vice presidents
award for loyalty and dedication for the sixth
consecutive year.

Continued on pa�e 28
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Student Orl!anist Studies in

By Cara Ellen Modisett

Canada

Every two years for the past six, Cierald, '52, and Eleanor Roller have taken a long journey, flying from
their U.S. home to a city overseas. Once there, they drive for a day on modern highways, moving 50 miles an hour
past round huts built in the 18th century with no running water, past ponds full of egrets and herds of camels
through a semi-desert.
It's a long way from America.
"Some roads you don't drive at night, because of robbers," says Gerald. "They
may kill you."
These are the roads in Nigeria, Africa, where the Rollers have served as
missionaries in recent years.
Gerald, originally from Timberville, Va., and Eleanor, from Winston-Salem, N.C.,
met as students at the Medical College of Virginia - Gerald was studying to be a
doctor, and Eleanor to be a nurse. After marrying, they lived in Seattle, Japan (where
Gerald served a two-year stint as a doctor for the U.S. Army) and Richmond, Va. They
finally settled in Roanoke, Va., in 1962, where Gerald practiced medicine for 37 years.
Eleanor worked as a pediatric nurse until they had their second of five children (The
fifth was adopted: "I enjoy children so much," explains Eleanor, "and we had room.").
Eleanor, the daughter of a pastor in the Moravian church, always wanted to be a
missionary, inspired by summer camps and the missionaries who would have dinner at
her home.
Though raising children kept them from doing overseas mission work early in
their marriage, the Rollers weren't deterred from doing their own sort of mission work
here in the states. Gerald's medical practice saw many patients who could not pay.
And for 10 years, the family took care of children who had been removed from difficult
home situations by Social Services.
In 1976, the Church of the Brethren's Virlina District asked the
couple to take leadership training with the Association for Couples in
Marriage Enrichment (ACME), an international, non-profit organization
headquartered in Winston-Salem that promotes stronger marriages.
They agreed, and the decision took their lives in new directions.
"For the first 20 years we had a good marriage," says Gerald, but
both agree ACME changed their marriage for the better.

For more
information on
the Association for
Couples in
MarriaQe
Enrichment, visit
www.bettermarriaQes.orQ.

The Rollers, married for 48 years, have led marriage seminars and
retreats both in the United States and in Nigeria, and through these
programs, they teach couples to build marriages where both partners
are equal and work toward solutions together.
"You must tell [your spouse] how you think and feel emotionally about things," explains Gerald, "whether it's
your marriage, or life or the children, and you do that without demand."
When there's a problem, adds Eleanor, "you work together on a solution."
The philosophy: strong, loving marriages are a way to world peace.

Jonathan Emmons, a senior music major,
attended the Organ Academy International
Summer School at Mount Royal College
Conservatory in Calgary, Alberta, from July 26
to Aug. 3. He was one of 12 young organists
selected from around the world to participate
in the program, and he was awarded a partial
scholarship to attend.
Under the direction of Simon Preston,
former organist and choirmaster at Christ
Church in Oxford, England, and London's
Westminster Abbey, the program offers
intensive, short-term organ instruction in both
small group and individual sessions taught by a
distinguished faculty. Emmons also was
required to have some standard organ works
prepared in advance, and at the conclusion of
the program, he participated in a recital,
performing J.S. Bach's Prelude and Fugue in E
Major, BWV 566 (I, III, N).
Emmons, who has only taken formal organ
lessons for about two years, says he benefitted
from studying under different faculty members
with contrasting playing and teaching styles. He
brought home new practice techniques,
psychological strategies for playing and
performance, and tips for selection of
repertoire. "Already in my practicing, I can tell
that I'm approaching things differently,"
Emmons said after returning home. "The
experience in Calgary was inspiring and so very
worthwhile."
Emmons, who also served as organist for
the Church of the Brethren's Annual
Conference in Charleston, W Va., this summer,
plans to enroll in graduate school next year to
pursue a master's degree in choral conducting,
with his instrument of performance as the
organ. He hopes to someday teach at the
college level. -kdb
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VFIC Supports Summer Research
Rebecca JoAnne Carbauf!h, a rising junior
majoring in physics with a minor in
Spanish, received a Summer
____-:�
Research Grant from the Virginia
---11-.
.
,;%
Foundation for Independent
�
,:::r:tl·
...........
c,:::c:.:I
Colleges. The award of $2,500
funded her project, "The
Investigation of Anomalous
1
Behavior in Sunspot Relative
Intensity Profiles." The project
involved analyzing solar intensity
data from the NASA-funded
Halogen Occultation Experiment
(HALOE).
Sunspots are areas on the sun
that appear dark because of their
low temperatures, Carbaugh
explained while on campus during
the summer. These active regions
are located in areas where there is
enhanced and chaotic magnetic
activity. "Similar to other active
region phenomena, sunspots are
created when intensely chaotic and
twisted magnetic fields protrude
through the photosphere and push
Rebecca Carbaugh
the photospheric plasma away from these
sites," Carbaugh wrote in her proposal. The
sunspot data she examined, collected by her
research advisor Dr. Phillip Spickler, exhibited
abnormal behavior on two particular dates, and
Carbaugh spent hours in the lab searching for
clues that might indicate why this occurred. ■
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The Food Here is Great!
For the fourth year in a row, Chartwells at
Bridgewater College, the College's food service
provider, earned a 5-Star status award. The
award was presented at the company's regional
meeting at Bard College in Albany, N.Y., in
June. In addition, Haitham Shtaieh, director of
dining services, received the vice presidents
award for loyalty and dedication for the sixth
consecutive year.

Continued on pa�e 28
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Dr. Robyn Puffenbar�er

Interview by Karen Doss Bowman, '91

Biology professor Dr. Robyn Puffenbarger's
experiences in her first job out of college in 1991
played a major role in her decision to begin
graduate studies. Working as a chemist for
Eastern Chemical Waste Systems in Washington,
D.C., she transported hazardous waste from its
creation site to a holding facility where
shipments were consolidated before their final
disposal. "It was somewhat mental in that you
had to pay attention to paperwork," she says,
"but it was also insanely physical. I looked like a
bodybuilder because I had to move all this heavy
stuff. I learned to drive a truck and a forklift. It
was pretty strange; I knew that was not for me."
A member of the Bridgewater College
faculty since August 2001, Puffenbarger now has
a job she loves. The molecular biologist fits in
well at Bridgewater because the small
community allows her to have close interaction
with her students and the opportunity to mentor
them in their research experiences.
After receiving her bachelor's degree from
Virginia Tech, Puffenbarger studied molecular
genetics and immunology at Medical College of
Virginia, where she earned her Ph.D. in 1999. She
completed post-doctoral research at the State
University of New York at Stony Brook from 1999
to 2001.

Q:
A:

What drew you to study biology?
Fruit fly experiments in ninth grade.
I've always liked science. And I like the idea that
there are alLthese questions that we don't have
the answers to, and so it's up to you to design
experiments. to answer them - or to try to
begin to answer them.

Q:

What are your primary research

interests?

A:

The big umbrella would be genetic
regulation:iHow are things turned on and off?

6
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The DNA in every cell in your body is identical,
but an eye cell does eye cell things, and skin cells
do skin cell things, and tongue cells do tongue
cell things. But the DNA - all those instructions
- is the same. All the genes don't turn on and
off at the exact same time in different cells, so
how does that work? I narrow down pretty
quickly to look at how the CB2 gene [the
cannabinoid receptor gene, type 2] is expressed
in immune cells. THC, the active ingredient in
marijuana, has been known for a very long time
to have these psychoactive effects, but then
there's this whole other set of effects in the
immune system. We have known for a long time
that people who use a lot of marijuana,
especially those who abuse it, have a lot of
problems with recurrent colds and viral
infections. So I'm not really looking in terms of
the brain and what happens with your mind
when you've used marijuana, but what's going
on with your immune system. We work with the
cells and try to understand how and when the
CB2 receptor protein is turned on and off
because if the protein is there, then the cells
respond to THC. If it's not there, then [THC]
has no effect.

Q:

What do you enjoy most about

teaching?

A:

It's really a lot of fun in classes to see
when the light turns on for people ... but I think
the light comes on so much quicker and so much
brighter when you're in the lab asking questions.
Labs are great. The opportunity to work with
students in that real small environment and get
their hands dirty and their brains engaged and
figure out what's really going on in this
biological system.

Q:

What do you hope your students learn
from you?
I hope they get excited about research
and the questions. I've had four students in the

A:

lab, and two have had to make posters and
present them. And that's another really
important thing - the idea that you've done the
experiment and you know you have this
significant piece of knowledge, but it means
nothing if it's in your head. You've got to publish
it so that other people know about it. You've got
to present it at meetings, you've got to make the
posters and get up and give talks.

Q:

What surprises have you encountered
in your first few years as a full-time professor?
Once I was ready for students, I had
more applications than I had spots for my
summer project, and I have been able to have
one or two really fabulously motivated and
intelligent students come into my lab. I'm really
blessed here with students who make the
commitment, and they come to lab and do their
projects.

A:

Q:

What do you think is special about
Bridgewater College?
I think the size is really nice because it's
big enough that you can just see all kinds of
people. I've found that everyone is just so
friendly, so open - you can ask questions, you
can go sit in on other people's classes. The
neighborhood is really great.

A:

comes in to the Shrum Garden, and I have my
list of the birds that I've seen on campus or in
the garden. Being a bird watcher gives me that
completely other sense of biology, which I didn't
really study, but I love, which is organismal and
the ecosystem - looking at these beautiful
wonderful birds in their environment.
Of course, we have our house, and I love
the garden. I'm hoping one spring we can start
an annual Bridgewater College plant exchange,
where everybody brings their bags of plants, and
we just trade plants. That's the fun thing about a
garden: If you don't like it you rip it up and put
something else in.
As the interview ends, Puffenbarger shuffles
through some mail on her desk and pulls out
one envelope. "In terms of surprises," she says,
waving the small envelope, "This is the other
thing I'm surprised about, is how many student
weddings I've been invited to. It's really a lot of
fun. And I haven't been able to go to all I've
been invited to, but I think I've been invited to
four already. It's the cutest thing! So maybe they
really do like you if they complain about you!"

Q:

What are your interests outside of the
academic world? What do you do for fun?
Maybe you can see on my walls
[Puffenbarger points to the variety of Frisbees
displayed on her office walls] we play Frisbee
golf. W hen my husband [Bill Benish] and I were
younger and thinner and more fleet of foot, we
did play Ultimate Frisbee in high school and
college, but we've slowed down a little. And yes,
we are Frisbee fanatics. At home, we have about
400 Frisbees.
And then we like to bird watch. I have my
binoculars here [she shows the set that she keeps
by her office window] in case something good

A:
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Dr. Robyn Puffenbareer
Interview by Karen Doss Bowman, '91

Biology professor Dr. Robyn Puffenbarger's
experiences in her first job out of college in 1991
played a major role in her decision to begin
graduate studies. Working as a chemist for
Eastern Chemical Waste Systems in Washington,
D.C., she transported hazardous waste from its
creation site to a holding facility where
shipments were consolidated before their final
disposal. "It was somewhat mental in that you
had to pay attention to paperwork," she says,
"but it was also insanely physical. I looked like a
bodybuilder because I had to move all this heavy
stuff. I learned to drive a truck and a forklift. It
was pretty strange; I knew that was not for me."
A member of the Bridgewater College
faculty since August 2001, Puffenbarger now has
a job she loves. The molecular biologist fits in
well at Bridgewater because the small
community allows her to have close interaction
with her students and the opportunity to mentor
them in their research experiences.
After receiving her bachelor's degree from
Virginia Tech, Puffenbarger studied molecular
genetics and immunology at Medical College of
Virginia, where she earned her Ph.D. in 1999. She
completed post-doctoral research at the State
University of New York at Stony Brook from 1999
to 2001.

Q:
A:

What drew you to study biology?
Fruit fly experiments in ninth grade.
I've always liked science. And I like the idea that
there are all.these questions that we don't have
the answers to, and so it's up to you to design
experiments. to answer them - or to try to
begin to answer them.

Q:

What are your primary research

interests?

A:

The big umbrella would be genetic
regulation:.: How are things turned on and off?
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The DNA in every cell in your body is identical,
but an eye cell does eye cell things, and skin cells
do skin cell things, and tongue cells do tongue
cell things. But the DNA - all those instructions
- is the same. All the genes don't turn on and
off at the exact same time in different cells, so
how does that work? I narrow down pretty
quickly to look at how the CB2 gene [the
cannabinoid receptor gene, type 2] is expressed
in immune cells. THC, the active ingredient in
marijuana, has been known for a very long time
to have these psychoactive effects, but then
there's this whole other set of effects in the
immune system. We have known for a long time
that people who use a lot of marijuana,
especially those who abuse it, have a lot of
problems with recurrent colds and viral
infections. So I'm not really looking in terms of
the brain and what happens with your mind
when you've used marijuana, but what's going
on with your immune system. We work with the
cells and try to understand how and when the
CB2 receptor protein is turned on and off
because if the protein is there, then the cells
respond to THC. If it's not there, then [THC]
has no effect.

Q:

What do you enjoy most about

teaching?

A:

It's really a lot of fun in classes to see
when the light turns on for people ... but I think
the light comes on so much quicker and so much
brighter when you're in the lab asking questions.
Labs are great. The opportunity to work with
students in that real small environment and get
their hands dirty and their brains engaged and
figure out what's really going on in this
biological system.

Q:

What do you hope your Students learn
from you?
I hope they get excited about research
and the questions. I've had four students in the

A:

lab, and two have had to make posters and
present them. And that's another really
important thing - the idea that you've done the
experiment and you know you have this
significant piece of knowledge, but it means
nothing if it's in your head. You've got to publish
it so that other people know about it. You've got
to present it at meetings, you've got to make the
posters and get up and give talks.

Q:

What surprises have you encountered
in your first few years as a full-time professor?
Once I was ready for students, I had
more applications than I had spots for my
summer project, and I have been able to have
one or two really fabulously motivated and
intelligent students come into my lab. I'm really
blessed here with students who make the
commitment, and they come to lab and do their
projects.

A:

Q:

What do you think is special about
Bridgewater College?
I think the size is really nice because it's
big enough that you can just see all kinds of
people. I've found that everyone is just so
friendly, so open - you can ask questions, you
can go sit in on other people's classes. The
neighborhood is really great.

A:

comes in to the Shrum Garden, and I have my
list of the birds that I've seen on campus or in
the garden. Being a bird watcher gives me that
completely other sense of biology, which I didn't
really study, but I love, which is organismal and
the ecosystem - looking at these beautiful
wonderful birds in their environment.
Of course, we have our house, and I love
the garden. I'm hoping one spring we can start
an annual Bridgewater College plant exchange,
where everybody brings their bags of plants, and
we just trade plants. That's the fun thing about a
garden: If you don't like it you rip it up and put
something else in.
As the interview ends, Puffenbarger shuffles
through some mail on her desk and pulls out
one envelope. "In terms of surprises," she says,
waving the small envelope, "This is the other
thing I'm surprised about, is how many student
weddings I've been invited to. It's really a lot of
fun. And I haven't been able to go to all I've
been invited to, but I think I've been invited to
four already. It's the cutest thing! So maybe they
really do like you if they complain about you!"

Q:

What are your interests outside of the
academic world? What do you do for fun?
Maybe you can see on my walls
[Puffenbarger points to the variety of Frisbees
displayed on her office walls] we play Frisbee
golf. When my husband [Bill Benish] and I were
younger and thinner and more fleet of foot, we
did play Ultimate Frisbee in high school and
college, but we've slowed down a little. And yes,
we are Frisbee fanatics. At home, we have about
400 Frisbees.
And then we like to bird watch. I have my
binoculars here [she shows the set that she keeps
by her office window] in case something good

A:
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Models of Scholarship
By Heather B. Hayes

Sara Hall, '91, admits that her career path has taken a "long
and convoluted" detour from her days studying biology at
Bridgewater. Instead of looking at slide specimens or taking part in a
field research project, she works as the community relations officer
for the Culpeper (Va.) Town Police Department, where she dons a
badge and a uniform each day and spends her hours teaching
community members about crime prevention and safety.
"I consider my job to be the proactive, positive side of law
enforcement," she says.
It's an ironic position to be in since Hall's unexpected foray
into police work resulted from the most tragic and negative of
events-the murder of an acquaintance by an abusive boyfriend. Hall
met the woman, a seemingly shy sort who kept to herself, in the mid1990s while studying courses in veterinary technology at Blue Ridge
Community College. "She totally fit the image of what I now know to
be a battered woman," remembers Hall, 35. "But I didn't see it. I
couldn't have because I wasn't equipped with the skills."

Anne Yust spent a good bit of her summer
modeling. Not in front of the camera, mind
you. But poised at a computer terminal doing "cool things" like creating 3-D graphs
and drawings of river currents - in a Maple
laboratory at Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh.
As one of five Bridgewater students
selected to participate in the National Science
Foundation's Research Experiences for
Undergraduates (REU) program, the senior
mathematics major worked with a team
attempting to solve mathematical equations
that are impossible to work out on paper by
using modeling software called "Maple."
Though she felt a little apprehensive
before starting the program, unsure of how her
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academic credentials would stack up against
fellow REU students, Yust quickly discovered
that Bridgewater has prepared her well, and
she could hold her own as part of the cream of
the crop.
"The experience gave me confidence for
applying to grad schools," Yust says.
Through the REU program, students
participate in research projects at host
institutions throughout the country. Some of
the sites host about 10 undergraduate students
who work closely with the faculty and other
researchers, and the students are granted
stipends. In addition to conducting laboratory
research, students may take classes and attend
seminars as well as participate in fun group
outings.
The other Bridgewater students who held
REU positions during the summer are junior ►

Feeling an unexpected pull to gain those skills and help others
in similar situations, Hall decided to enter a police science program at
Germanna Community College in 1997 and a short time later was
hired by the Culpeper Town Po1ice Department. After completing a 13-week stint at the Central Shenandoah
Criminal Justice Training Academy, she began work as a patrol officer. "I wanted to get involved," she says. "I
wanted to do all that I could to decrease the incidence of domestic violence."
The job, however, was unexpectedly demanding for this caring Albemarle County native, one of just
four females on the 35-officer force. "You definitely see people at their worst and people in the worst possible
situations," she admits. "I had to learn very quickly to let it stay at the office and not bring it home, that you
can't solve everybody's problems."
After several rewarding years as a patrol officer and an 18-month stint in criminal investigation, Hall
learned that the community relations officer was leaving. She immediately applied and last October began
working in the position, which involves doing presentations for children, families and senior citizens about such
issues as bicycle safety, home safety;identity theft and the dangers of drugs. Other duties include participating
in arid helping start up neighborhood watch programs, handing out child identification kits to parents and
working with a group called Triad to help teach older people how to protect themselves against scams.
Not surprisingly, Hall also is still involved with domestic violence prevention, sitting on a regional
task force that tries to keep the issue in the spotlight and helps coordinate training and awaren�ss activities
during October, when victims and survivors of the crime are recognized.

Apartments Open on Campus
Juniors Joanna Bowman (leftJand Kelly Randall show off
the kitchen and livinQ room in their new on-campus
apartment. The buildinQ, where about 180 students and
one resident director reside, opened in AuQust.

"I really think this is my niche," says Hall, whose next goal is to become a certified crime prevention
specialist. "It gives me a chance to get out and listen to people, and I really enjoy working with people that
want answers· to their problems and are willing to be part of the solution."
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By Heather B. Hayes

Sara Hall, '91, admits that her career path has taken a "long
and convoluted" detour from her days studying biology at
Bridgewater. Instead of looking at slide specimens or taking part in a
field research project, she works as the community relations officer
for the Culpeper (Va.) Town Police Department, where she dons a
badge and a uniform each day and spends her hours teaching
community members about crime prevention and safety.
"I consider my job to be the proactive, positive side of law
enforcement," she says.
It's an ironic position to be in since Hall's unexpected foray
into police work resulted from the most tragic and negative of
events-the murder of an acquaintance by an abusive boyfriend. Hall
met the woman, a seemingly shy sort who kept to herself, in the mid1990s while studying courses in veterinary technology at Blue Ridge
Community College. "She totally fit the image of what I now know to
be a battered woman," remembers Hall, 35. "But I didn't see it. I
couldn't have because I wasn't equipped with the skills."

Anne Yust spent a good bit of her summer
modeling. Not in front of the camera, mind
you. But poised at a computer terminal doing "cool things" like creating 3-D graphs
and drawings of river currents - in a Maple
laboratory at Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh.
As one of five Bridgewater students
selected to participate in the National Science
Foundation's Research Experiences for
Undergraduates (REU) program, the senior
mathematics major worked with a team
attempting to solve mathematical equations
that are impossible to work out on paper by
using modeling software called "Maple."
Though she felt a little apprehensive
before starting the program, unsure of how her
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academic credentials would stack up against
fellow REU students, Yust quickly discovered
that Bridgewater has prepared her well, and
she could hold her own as part of the cream of
the crop.
"The experience gave me confidence for
applying to grad schools," Yust says.
Through the REU program, students
participate in research projects at host
institutions throughout the country. Some of
the sites host about 10 undergraduate students
who work closely with the faculty and other
researchers, and the students are granted
stipends. In addition to conducting laboratory
research, students may take classes and attend
seminars as well as participate in fun group
outings.
The other Bridgewater students who held
REU positions during the summer are junior ►

Feeling an unexpected pull to gain those skills and help others
in similar situations, Hall decided to enter a police science program at
Germanna Community College in 1997 and a short time later was
hired by the Culpeper Town Police Department. After completing a 13-week stint at the Central Shenandoah
Criminal Justice Training Academy, she began work as a patrol officer. "I wanted to get involved," she says. "I
wanted to do all that I could to decrease the incidence of domestic violence."
The job, however, was unexpectedly demanding for this caring Albemarle County native, one of just
four females on the 35-officer force. "You definitely see people at their worst and people in the worst possible
situations," she admits. "I had to learn very quickly to let it stay at the office and not bring it home, that you
can't solve everybody's problems."
After several rewarding years as a patrol officer and an 18-month stint in criminal investigation, Hall
learned that the community relations officer was leaving. She immediately applied and last October began
working in the position, which involves doing presentations for children, families and senior citizens about such
issues as bicycle safety, home safety, identity theft and the dangers of drugs. Other duties include participating
in arid helping start up neighborhood watch programs, handing out child identification kits to parents and
working with a group called Triad to help teach older people how to protect themselves against scams.
Not surprisingly, Hall also is still involved with domestic violence prevention, sitting on a regional
task force that tries to keep the issue in the spotlight and helps coordinate training and awareness activities
during October, when victims and survivors of the crime are recognized .
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Juniors Joanna Bowman (leftJand Kelly Randall show off
the kitchen and livinQ room in their new on-campus
apartment. The buildinQ, where about 180 students and
one resident director reside, opened in AuQust.

"I really think this is my niche," says Hall, whose next goal is to become a certified crime prevention
specialist. "It gives me a chance to get out and listen to people, and I really enjoy working with people that
want answers to their problems and are willing to be part of the solution."
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BACK ON TRACK

Scholarship... Continued from page 9

By Heather B. Hayes

It's easy to assume that Duane Harrison, '81, got hired as athletic director of King George High School as
a result of his experience in sports. After all, this former star athlete earned a spot in the Bridgewater College
Athletic Hall of Fame after excelling in football, basketball, baseball and track and field and spent his first years
out of college coaching several junior varsity and varsity programs at Culpeper High School.
But in fact, Harrison, 45, believes that it is his nearly 20-year career in business - first as a senior
operations manager for Federal Express and later as an entrepreneur - that has provided him with the skills
necessary to succeed in the administration of a mid-size athletic program. "It's all about managing people and
managing information," says Harrison, who has been on the job since July 2003. "Those are your biggest
challenges, and that's where I feel I have the biggest impact."
Clearly, though, his broad experience in the sports arena is critical to success in his new position. Harrison
ranks as one of the best athletes to ever compete for Bridgewater, becoming the school's first All-American in
track and field and, as quarterback and punter, leading the football team to its first-ever ODAC title in 1980.
After graduating from Bridgewater with a degree in health and physical education, Harrison took a job as
a teacher and coach at Culpeper (Va.) High School. A few years later, he decided to give the business world a try,
working for 17 years at various Federal Express sites in Virginia, North Carolina and Washington, D.C., before
starting Harrison International Associates, a staffing and recruiting agency, with his younger brother Keith, a
1989 Bridgewater graduate, and his wife, !my.
Harrison receives
congratulations and
his Bridgewater
College Athletic Hall
of Fame ring from
President and Mrs.
Stone in 7997.

"We all came out of corporate jobs one by one to run the company, and it was doing really well until the
9/11 attacks," Harrison says. But the event had an immediately negative impact on the industry, and "so one by
one we all went back to regular jobs."
Harrison felt that the time was optimal for getting back into education, and he jumped at the chance to run
the Fox athletics program at King George High School, his alma mater. But he admits that things have changed
quite a bit since he attended the 900-student high school, when boys could
choose among four sports and girls even fewer, and coaches fulfilled a dual
role as teachers. Nowadays, the program has more sports -including golf,
cross-country, swimming and competitive cheerleading - and at least 50
percent of the coaches work outside of the school system in the private
sector.
"Communicating is much more difficult now," says Harrison, who
spends a lot of time building a rapport with coaches, parents and students.
''The leadership roles that I've had through the years have really helped me
cope with dealing with so many types of people and making hard decisions,"
Harrison says. But he truly loves his new job. "It fits like a glove."

biology and chemistry major Eric Nolley (REU
at Marshall University); senior physical science
and mathematics major Elizabeth Riggleman
(REU at University of South Carolina); senior
physics major Andrew Stutzman (REU at James
Madison University); and senior physics major
Zachary Workman (REU at James Madison
University).
Dr. Robyn Puffenbarger, assistant professor
of biology, emphasizes that the REU positions
are highly competitive, and that some programs
will receive hundreds of applications for 10 or
20 slots. Nolley was invited to participate in
two programs and had to make a choice. "That
our students are getting [REUs] and going to
them suggests something about the quality of
their applications and the quality of their
education here," she says.
Puffenbarger adds that the summer
scholarly activities build on Bridgewater
students' academic experience. "It will enhance
their education here [at BC]," she says,
"because they've had this opportunity to go
and face research-based questions that don't
have answers."
Not all REU projects are strictly lab-based.
Stutzman's project at JMU, for which he
analyzed artifacts from the university's art
collection and items from an African slave
gravesite near Lexington, Va., required a lot of
field work and historical research, along with
scientific equipment, to determine the metal
composition of the pieces and their
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approximate ages. Stutzman, whose minors are
art history and philosophy and religion, says
the experience "was a melding of all these
interests because some of the stone artifacts
held religious significance to [the slaves]." He
plans to pursue graduate studies in architecture
and is now considering a specialization in
preservation science.
The research experience is excellent
preparation for the academic rigors of
graduate school, says Dr. Phillip Spickler,
assistant professor of physics. "[The students]
get to experience a research environment
where they not only do their own projects," he
says, "but also are in contact with other
students and researchers that stimulate
creativity." ■ kdb

BC Instructor Writes Musical
Woody, a musical play about the life of
President Woodrow Wilson, written by
Bridgewater College adjunct music instructor
Richard Adams, premiered Sept. 17 at The Clock
Tower Tavern in Staunton, Va. Brian Holsopple,
'72, starred as Wilson, while David Tate, '71, and
Brent Hull, '93, were cast as members of the
Quartet. Additionally, Ron Ramsey, '88, was a
member of the light crew.
Before producing the stage performance,
Adams made a recording of the musical score
featuring Sally Jane conner, '91, as Edith Bolling
Gault, Wilson's second wife.

And he's found personal happiness as well. His son, Brandon, 23, just
graduated from the Hampton Institute, and his wife, with whom he has a
"wonderful" relationship, recently set up an area in his home office that is
essentially a shrine to his glory days as an athlete, complete with trophies,
pictures and his high school and Bridgewater jerseys. "!my is very much in
tune with how important those years were to me," he explains, "and how
formative they were to who I am today:"
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BACK ON TRACK

Scho/arship... Continued from page 9

By Heather B. Hayes
It's easy to assume that Duane Harrison, '81, got hired as athletic director of King George High School as
a result of his experience in sports. After all, this former star athlete earned a spot in the Bridgewater College
Athletic Hall of Fame after excelling in football, basketball, baseball and track and field and spent his first years
out of college coaching several junior varsity and varsity programs at Culpeper High School.
But in fact, Harrison, 45, believes that it is his nearly 20-year career in business - first as a senior
operations manager for Federal Express and later as an entrepreneur - that has provided him with the skills
necessary to succeed in the administration of a mid-size athletic program. "It's all about managing people and
managing information," says Harrison, who has been on the job since July 2003. "Those are your biggest
challenges, and that's where I feel I have the biggest impact."
Clearly, though, his broad experience in the sports arena is critical to success in his new position. Harrison
ranks as one of the best athletes to ever compete for Bridgewater, becoming the school's first All-American in
track and field and, as quarterback and punter, leading the football team to its first-ever ODAC title in 1980.
After graduating from Bridgewater with a degree in health and physical education, Harrison took a job as
a teacher and coach at Culpeper (Va.) High School. A few years later, he decided to give the business world a try,
working for 17 years at various Federal Express sites in Virginia, North Carolina and Washington, D.C., before
starting Harrison International Associates, a staffing and recruiting agency, with his younger brother Keith, a
1989 Bridgewater graduate, and his wife, !my.
Harrison receives
congratulations and
his Bridgewater
College Athletic Hall
of Fame ring from
President and Mrs.
Stone in 1997.

"We all came out of corporate jobs one by one to run the company, and it was doing really well until the
9/11 attacks," Harrison says. But the event had an immediately negative impact on the industry, and "so one by
one we all went back to regular jobs."
Harrison felt that the time was optimal for getting back into education, and he jumped at the chance to run
the Fox athletics program at King George High School, his alma mater. But he admits that things have changed
quite a bit since he attended the 900-student high school, when boys could
choose among four sports and girls even fewer, and coaches fulfilled a dual
role as teachers. Nowadays, the program has more sports -including golf,
cross-country, swimming and competitive cheerleading - and at least 50
percent of the coaches work outside of the school system in the private
sector.
"Communicating is much more difficult now," says Harrison, who
spends a lot of time building a-rapport with coaches, parents and students.
'The leadership roles that I've had through the years have really helped me
cope with dealing with so many types of people and making hard decisions,"
Harrison says. But he truly loves his new job. "It fits like a glove."
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at Marshall University); senior physical science
and mathematics major Elizabeth Riggleman
(REU at University of South Carolina); senior
physics major Andrew Stutzman (REU at James
Madison University); and senior physics major
Zachary Workman (REU at James Madison
University).
Dr. Robyn Puffenbarger, assistant professor
of biology, emphasizes that the REU positions
are highly competitive, and that some programs
will receive hundreds of applications for 10 or
20 slots. Nolley was invited to participate in
two programs and had to make a choice. "That
our students are getting [REUs] and going to
them suggests something about the quality of
their applications and the quality of their
education here," she says.
Puffenbarger adds that the summer
scholarly activities build on Bridgewater
students' academic experience. "It will enhance
their education here [at BC]," she says,
"because they've had this opportunity to go
and face research-based questions that don't
have answers."
Not all REU projects are strictly lab-based.
Stutzman's project at JMU, for which he
analyzed artifacts from the university's art
collection and items from an African slave
gravesite near Lexington, Va., required a lot of
field work and historical research, along with
scientific equipment, to determine the metal
composition of the pieces and their
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approximate ages. Stutzman, whose minors are
art history and philosophy and religion, says
the experience "was a melding of all these
interests because some of the stone artifacts
held religious significance to [the slaves]." He
plans to pursue graduate studies in architecture
and is now considering a specialization in
preservation science.
The research experience is excellent
preparation for the academic rigors of
graduate school, says Dr. Phillip Spickler,
assistant professor of physics. "[The students]
get to experience a research environment
where they not only do their own projects," he
says, "but also are in contact with other
students and researchers that stimulate
creativity." ■ kdb

BC Instructor Writes Musical
Woody, a musical play about the life of
President Woodrow Wilson, written by
Bridgewater College adjunct music instructor
Richard Adams, premiered Sept. 17 at The Clock
Tower Tavern in Staunton, Va. Brian Holsopple,
'72, starred as Wilson, while David Tate, '71, and
Brent Hull, '93, were cast as members of the
Quartet. Additionally, Ron Ramsey, '88, was a
member of the light crew.
Before producing the stage performance,
Adams made a recording of the musical score
featuring Sally Jane Conner, '91, as Edith Bolling
Gault, Wilson's second wife.

And he's found personal happiness as well. His son, Brandon, 23, just
graduated from the Hampton Institute, and his wife, with whom he has a
"wonderful" relationship, recently set up an area in his home office that is
essentially a shrine to his glory days as an athlete, complete with trophies,
pictures and his high school and Bridgewater jerseys. "!my is very much in
tune with how important those years were to me," he explains, "and how
formative they were to who I am today."
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eagle sports...
A Tennessee LeJ!end
By Steve Cox, '81,
with information provided by Roland Julian, sports writer for the Knoxville News Sentinel

Raymond Bussard, '54, has been recognized
many times as a Hall of Farner.
His storied athletic career has been
recognized with induction into the Tennessee
Sports Hall of Fame, Virginia Sports Hall of Fame,
Knoxville Sports Hall of Fame, Bridgewater
College Athletic Hall of Fame, Tennessee
Swimming Hall of Fame and the International
Swimming Hall of Fame.
And now, in the state of Tennessee, Bussard is
recognized as a Legend.

Bussard is one of 11 persons who have had a
great influence on the University of Tennessee
athletics program who will be recognized in the
"Tennessee Legends" section, part of the Doug
Dickey Hall of Champions that will open in 2005
in the new McKenzie Athletic Center.
Bussard never swam a race, but that didn't
stop him from becoming one of the top swimming
coaches in the world.
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He coached the Vols'
swimmers for 22 years, and his
teams won 252 dual meets and lost
just 20 - a .926 winning
percentage. Included in that record
was an 85-meet winning streak,
seven Southeastern Conference
titles and a NCAA championship in
1978. Bussard was the SEC Coach
of the Year six times and twice was
honored as the NCAA Coach of
the Year.

Bussard's success extended to the
international scene where two of his Tennessee
swimmers - Dave Edgar in 1972 and Matt Vogel
in 1976 - won Olympic gold medals.
In 1984, Bussard coached the sprinters at the
1984 Los Angeles Olympics, where the Americans
dominated. Fans may still remember Rowdy Gaines
and Matt Biondi, two stars of the 1984 Olympics.
Bussard also worked with the relay teams at the
1984 Olympics, and the U.S. teams won the gold in
every relay event. Gaines later called Bussard, "the
best sprint coach in the world."
Bussard's influence on the UT swimming
program is still evident, as two traditions started
during his coaching era are still observed.
T he coonskin caps worn by Tennessee
swimming and diving teams debuted in 1971.
Bussard took his undefeated squad to Dallas to
meet undefeated Southern Methodist. Prior to
leaving the visiting locker room to face a hostile
crowd, Bussard gave his team a history lesson
about Tennessee, Texans, the Alamo and Davy
Crockett. He then opened a box of coonskin caps
and distributed them to the team. T he inspired
Vols went out and handed SMU their first home
loss in 11 seasons. Now the coonskin cap is worn
by UT teams that earn the right by performing in
a manner worthy of being called a team.
Another tradition started by Bussard that is a
favorite of Tennessee fans is the ritual that takes
place prior to away dual-meets and championship
meets. Prior to the opening event, a Tennessee
swimmer will pour a bottle of "Big Orange" water
from the home pool into the enemy waters. It's a
tradition that has been known to excite both fans
and foes alike.
T he other "Tennessee Legends" include:
former UT director of athletics Bob Woodruff the man who hired Bussard - former football
coaches Gen. Bob Neyland and Johnny Majors,
current football coach Phillip Fulmer, former
football coach and former director of athletics
Doug Dickey, current women's basketball coach Pat
Head Summitt, former football player and chair of
the UT athletics board Nathan Daugherty, former
head track coach Chuck Rohe, former men's
basketball coach Ramon Mears and current
women's athletics director Joan Cronan.

a
C
r
0
s
s
t
h
e
m
a
I
I

More Eal!les on the Web
Man Barnhan, '03, has
produced and maintains a
commercial Web site devoted to
Eagles football at
bridgewaterfootball.com. He
created the site last August and
purchased the domain in May. T he
site provides news about the football
program and players, as well as
offering a Jermaine Taylor (class of
2004) Fan Page. According to
Barnhart, out of 212 Division III
football programs in the country, only
7 currently have independent football
Web sites: Bridgewater, Cortland State,
Mount Union, Rowan, Union,
Wittenberg and UW-Whitewater.
Barnhart is going pro with his love of
sports. After starting law school last year
and "wanting to be around high school
and college sports every day I woke up," he
is now studying sports information in
graduate school at McDaniel College, home
of the Eagles' rival Green Terrors.

---

BC Honored by the ODAC
For the first time in college history,
Bridgewater won the Old Dominion Athletic
Conference Men's Commissioner Cup,
which is presented each year to the school
with the best overall performance in the 10
men's championship sports sponsored by the
conference. Bridgewater edged Roanoke
College for the title by 3.5 points, with
Washington & Lee University in third, just
4.0 points behind the Eagles. Bridgewater
finished fourth in the women's standings
among the 12 colleges and fourth in the
overall standings.

■

Fall 2004113

eagle sports...

a
C
r
0
5
5
I
h
e

A Tennessee LeS}end
By Steve Cox, '81,
with information provided by Roland Julian, sports writer for the Knoxville News Sentinel

Raymond Bussard, '54, has been recognized
many times as a Hall of Farner.
His storied athletic career has been
recognized with induction into the Tennessee
Sports Hall of Fame, Virginia Sports Hall of Fame,
Knoxville Sports Hall of Fame, Bridgewater
College Athletic Hall of Fame, Tennessee
Swimming Hall of Fame and the International
Swimming Hall of Fame.
And now, in the state of Tennessee, Bussard is
recognized as a Legend.

Bussard is one of 11 persons who have had a
great influence on the University of Tennessee
athletics program who will be recognized in the
"Tennessee Legends" section, part of the Doug
Dickey Hall of Champions that will open in 2005
in the new McKenzie Athletic Center.
Bussard never swam a race, but that didn't
stop him from becoming one of the top swimming
coaches in the world.

He coached the Vols'
swimmers for 22 years, and his
teams won 252 dual meets and lost
just 20 - a .926 winning
percentage. Included in that record
was an 85-meet winning streak,
seven Southeastern Conference
titles and a NCAA championship in
1978. Bussard was the SEC Coach
of the Year six times and twice was
honored as the NCAA Coach of
the Year.
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Bussard's success extended to the
international scene where two of his Tennessee
swimmers - Dave Edgar in 1972 and Matt Vogel
in 1976 - won Olympic gold medals.
In 1984, Bussard coached the sprinters at the
1984 Los Angeles Olympics, where the Americans
dominated. Fans may still remember Rowdy Gaines
and Matt Biondi, two stars of the 1984 Olympics.
Bussard also worked with the relay teams at the
1984 Olympics, and the U.S. teams won the gold in
every relay event. Gaines later called Bussard, "the
best sprint coach in the world."
Bussard's influence on the UT swimming
program is still evident, as two traditions started
during his coaching era are still observed.
T he coonskin caps worn by Tennessee
swimming and diving teams debuted in 1971.
Bussard took his undefeated squad to Dallas to
meet undefeated Southern Methodist. Prior to
leaving the visiting locker room to face a hostile
crowd, Bussard gave his team a history lesson
about Tennessee, Texans, the Alamo and Davy
Crockett. He then opened a box of coonskin caps
and distributed them to the team. T he inspired
Vols went out and handed SMU their first home
loss in 11 seasons. Now the coonskin cap is worn
by UT teams that earn the right by performing in
a manner worthy of being called a team.
Another tradition started by Bussard that is a
favorite of Tennessee fans is the ritual that takes
place prior to away dual-meets and championship
meets. Prior to the opening event, a Tennessee
swimmer will pour a bottle of "Big Orange" water
from the home pool into the enemy waters. It's a
tradition that has been known to excite both fans
and foes alike.
T he other "Tennessee Legends" include:
former UT director of athletics Bob Woodruff the man who hired Bussard - former football
coaches Gen. Bob Neyland and Johnny Majors,
current football coach Phillip Fulmer, former
football coach and former director of athletics
Doug Dickey, current women's basketball coach Pat
Head Summitt, former football player and chair of
the UT athletics board Nathan Daugherty, former
head track coach Chuck Rohe, former men's
basketball coach Ramon Mears and current
women's athletics director Joan Cronan.
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More EaUles on the Web
Man Barnhan, '03, has
produced and maintains a
commercial Web site devoted to
Eagles football at
bridgewaterfootball.com. He
created the site last August and
purchased the domain in May. T he
site provides news about the football
program and players, as well as
offering a Jermaine Taylor (class of
2004) Fan Page. According to
Barnhart, out of 212 Division III
football programs in the country, only
7 currently have independent football
Web sites: Bridgewater, Cortland State,
Mount Union, Rowan, Union,
Wittenberg and UW-Whitewater.
Barnhart is going pro with his love of
sports. After starting law school last year
and "wanting to be around high school
and college sports every day I woke up," he
is now studying sports information in
graduate school at McDaniel College, home
of the Eagles' rival Green Terrors.

BC Honored by the ODAC
For the first time in college history,
Bridgewater won the Old Dominion Athletic
Conference Men's Commissioner Cup,
which is presented each year to the school
with the best overall performance in the 10
men's championship sports sponsored by the
conference. Bridgewater edged Roanoke
College for the title by 3.5 points, with
Washington & Lee University in third, just
4.0 points behind the Eagles. Bridgewater
finished fourth in the women's standings
among the 12 colleges and fourth in the
overall standings.
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Flipped Out
Fullback Robert Matthews, ajunior from LeesburQ, Va., celebrates the
EaQles' victory over Hampden-Sydney on Oct. 2 with a cartwheel.
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EaQles' victory over Hampden-Sydney on Oct. 2 with a cartwheel.
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The Stone Age

T

he day that Justin Pruett arrived on Bridgewater's campus as a freshman in August 2001, he was
surprised that President Phillip Stone remembered him from participating in the High School
Leadership Academy earlier that summer. Stone greeted Pruett and introduced himself to his parents.
Then, to Pruett's surprise, Stone picked up a box and began helping the budding college student move
into the residence hall - something the College CEO has done every August since his arrival at
Bridgewater in 1994.
"He certainly made a good first impression," says Pruett, who is serving his second term as student
body president. "I've never forgotten that."
During his first 10 years on the job, Stone has made many positive impressions by guiding the
College to numerous milestones and changes. He has overseen the successful completion of the
Projection 21, $60 million campaign that began in 1990. Early in his tenure, the campus was brought
into the "technology age" through the networking of campus buildings and wiring of the library. The
College's mission statement was revised to include an emphasis on leadership; student retention and
graduation rates have improved; the general education curriculum was revised; and the Honors
Program was established.

Enrollment Booming

Perhaps the most remarkable accomplishment during these past 10 years is the 78 percent increase in
full-time enrollment - up from 860 when Stone started in 1994 to 1,528 this fall. This
has been accomplished, Stone says, through several factors, including "putting
together a talented administrative team of leaders, recruiting additional members of
a strong faculty through national searches, the Portfolio Development Program,"
as well as the High School Leadership Academy, which showcases the College to
prospective students (that's how Pruett first learned about Bridgewater), and
outstanding campus facilities.
Enrollment growth was one of Stone's top priorities when he became
president. "It's the lifeblood, financially, of an institution," he says. "If you can't
recruit students, you can't survive." Beyond the financial reasons, Stone adds
that the ability to attract more students is a morale boost for the campus
community and alumni - an "endorsement" of Bridgewater College indicating
the quality of the academic programs and student life. W hile the student body
has grown larger, Stone also is pleased that the College has managed to attract
high-quality students and maintain the 15 to 1 student-faculty ratio by hiring
- James Keeler, '57
more faculty members.
"We will continue to work on quality and will continue to try to get
applications up so that we will have more and more choices and may be more
and more selective," Stone adds.
To accommodate the growth, the campus facilities have been expanded.
Since Stone took the helm, the McKinney Center for Science and Mathematics,
the Funkhouser Center for Health and Wellness and a new apartment-style
residence hall have been built and opened. Additionally, the former
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren was renovated to house the department
of music, and Bowman Hall was completely renovated.

"He has exceeded my
expectations in all
respects ...
Bridgewater is very
fortunate to have Phil
Stone as its president."
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Clockwise from top: 1) President Stone signing the diplomas before Commencement. 2) Stone congratulates 2004 Homecoming queen Sarah
Coffey. as her escort Justin Pruett looks on. 3) Stone, handing a graduate her diploma, strives to get acquainted with as many students as he can
before they graduate. 4) Since his 1994 arrival on campus, Stone has welcomed freshmen by helping them move into the residence halls. Inset:
Stone takes a break during the 1996 CROP Walk. Preceeding Page, inset: Stone delivers his inaugural address in 1994. Following page, top: A horse
welcomed Stone to the newly built College Stables in November 1994. Located east of campus, the stables replaced the old barn that was once
located where the McKinney Center for Science and Mathematics now stands. bottom: Showing off the 2003 Old Dominion Athletic Conference
championship plaque, Stone celebrates with members of the Eagles squad following their win over Catholic University in last year's Oyster Bowl.

Bridgewater

Fall 20041 17

T

he day that Justin Pruett arrived on Bridgewater's campus as a freshman in August 2001, he was
surprised that President Phillip Stone remembered him from participating in the High School
Leadership Academy earlier that summer. Stone greeted Pruett and introduced himself to his parents.
Then, to Pruett's surprise, Stone picked up a box and began helping the budding college student move
into the residence hall - something the College CEO has done every August since his arrival at
Bridgewater in 1994.
"He certainly made a good first impression," says Pruett, who is serving his second term as student
body president. "I've never forgotten that."
During his first 10 years on the job, Stone has made many positive impressions by guiding the
College to numerous milestones and changes. He has overseen the successful completion of the
Projection 21, $60 million campaign that began in 1990. Early in his tenure, the campus was brought
into the "technology age" through the networking of campus buildings and wiring of the library. The
College's mission statement was revised to include an emphasis on leadership; student retention and
graduation rates have improved; the general education curriculum was revised; and the Honors
Program was established.

Enrollment Booming

Perhaps the most remarkable accomplishment during these past 10 years is the 78 percent increase in
full-time enrollment - up from 860 when Stone started in 1994 to 1,528 this fall. This
has been accomplished, Stone says, through several factors, including "putting
together a talented administrative team of leaders, recruiting additional members of
a strong faculty through national searches, the Portfolio Development Program,"
as well as the High School Leadership Academy, which showcases the College to
prospective students (that's how Pruett first learned about Bridgewater), and
outstanding campus facilities.
Enrollment growth was one of Stone's top priorities when he became
president. "It's the lifeblood, financially, of an institution," he says. "If y ou can't
recruit students, you can't survive." Beyond the financial reasons, Stone adds
that the ability to attract more students is a morale boost for the campus
community and alumni - an "endorsement" of Bridgewater College indicating
the quality of the academic programs and student life. W hile the student body
has grown larger, Stone also is pleased that the College has managed to attract
high-quality students and maintain the 15 to 1 student-faculty ratio by hiring
- James Keeler, '57
more faculty members.
"We will continue to work on quality and will continue to try to get
applications up so that we will have more and more choices and may be more
and more selective," Stone adds.
To accommodate the growth, the campus facilities have been expanded.
Since Stone took the helm, the McKinney Center for Science and Mathematics,
the Funkhouser Center for Health and Wellness and a new apartment-style
residence hall have been built and opened. Additionally, the former
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren was renovated to house the department
of music, and Bowman Hall was completely renovated.

"He has exceeded my
expectations in all
respects ...
Bridgewater is very
fortunate to have Phil
Stone as its president."

16

I Brid�ewater

Clockwise from top: 1) President Stone signing the diplomas before Commencement. 2) Stone congratulates 2004 Homecoming queen Sarah
Coffey, as her escort Justin Pruett looks on. 3) Stone, handing a graduate her diploma, strives to get acquainted with as many students as he can
before they graduate. 4) Since his 1994 arrival on campus, Stone has welcomed freshmen by helping them move into the residence halls. Inset:
Stone takes a break during the 1996 CROP Walk. Preceedin,;! Pa,;!e, inset: Stone delivers his inaugural address in 1994. Followin,;! pa,;!e, top: A horse
welcomed Stone to the newly built College Stables in November 1994. Located east of campus, the stables replaced the old barn that was once
located where the McKinney Center for Science and Mathematics now stands. bottom: Showing off the 2003 Old Dominion Athletic Conference
championship plaque, Stone celebrates with members of the Eagles squad following their win over Catholic University in last year's Oyster Bowl.

Fall 20041 17

Answering the Call

archive

W hen Stone accepted the Board of Trustees' call to the presidency, he was a prominent attorney
in Harrisonburg and just about to take on the role of president of the Virginia Bar Association.
Though the board had received about 100 applications for the job - and not one from Stone - the
search committee felt he was the right person to lead the College into the 21st century. A longtime
board member (he had been on the board nearly 20 years), Stone had served as chair of the long
range planning committee and on the academic policy committee.
James Keeler, '57, chair of the presidential search committee and current chair of the Board of
Trustees, was convinced that Stone was the perfect match for Bridgewater. "He has exceeded my
expectations in all respects," Keeler say s. "T he growth of the College since he came, the support he
has from the faculty, staff and trustees, and his respect for students and their admiration for him have
made Bridgewater stronger, better known and more respected. Bridgewater is very fortunate to have
Phil Stone as its president."
Upon accepting the position, Stone told the board that he wanted to do more than simply keep
the College afloat financially. "I told them, 'I want us to do something fulfilling and very meaningful
here."'
That led Stone to implement the Personal Development Portfolio (PDP), a program that he
believes adds value to the Bridgewater experience and distinguishes the school from other small,
private liberal arts colleges. PDP grew out of Stone's question, "W hat does it mean to be educated?"
He and a committee of faculty and staff members concluded that being educated means far more
than achieving a satisfactory academic transcript.
A truly educated person would not only be scholarly, they determined, but also would appreciate
the fine arts, have an interest in other cultures, be adept in social interactions, maintain a lifestyle of
good citizenship with high ethical standards, take on leadership roles and make lifestyle choices that
promote spiritual, physical and mental health.
Through PDP, students may explore their full potential by combining academic quests and co
curricular activities that foster intellectual, emotional, phy sical and spiritual growth. By the time they
graduate, each student will have created a portfolio containing self-reflective writings,
documentation from co-curricular and service learning activities, and a resume and cover letter. The
program, Stone say s, adds value to the Bridgewater experience and remains true to the
College's historical emphasis on holistic education.
"That's certainly not easy [to accomplish]," Stone says. "It's a challenge because it pushes us,
and we have to work with more discipline. We have to ask more of our faculty and more of our
students."

Eagles Proud
One of Stone's top priorities has been to develop "better morale as a college." He has
invited students and faculty to become more involved in decision-making, which he believes
cultivates pride. All members of the college community are encouraged to support one another
through participation in a variety of activities - theatrical productions, lectures, music recitals
and athletic competitions. Additionally, the grounds staff strives to maintain a beautiful campus.
"I want us all to have the sense that we're doing good things and that exciting things are
happening at Bridgewater College," he says. And he wants alumni to be proud of their alma
mater.
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Certainly, the turnaround of the football program has generated enthusiasm from alumni
- and the proof is evident in the packed-full stands at Jopson Field. The program, once
holding the second worst historical record in Division III, has transformed into a national
championship contender under the leadership of head coach Michael Clark. Stone never expected
the program to rise to that level - he simply hoped to see the team become competitive.
"It really was so weak some y ears that it was embarrassing," he says. "It wasn't fair to the kids
and coaches who participated not to give them more support." And he's particularly pleased
that Clark has upheld the integrity of the program, honoring one of the College's most
cherished core values. In August, he told the Martinsville Bulletin, "[Clark] is one of the finest
men I've ever known in terms of being a role model and values. He's never asked for
anything that would undermine the school's academic commitments."
Stone has demonstrated a commitment to excellence in athletic programs while being sensitive to
balancing academic and athletic pursuits. He has provided greater support for athletic programs across the
board, athletics director Curt Kendall says, and "He's been sensitive to the needs for success of the
programs." Increased funding has allowed the hiring of more coaches, coverage of travel expenses and the
purchase of uniforms and equipment. The College even sent the Screamin' Eagles Pep Band and
cheerleaders to Texas for the Eagles' first football playoff game in 2000.
Since 1994, the College has added conference programs in women's soccer and track, as well as an
intercollegiate equestrian team, which has racked up several national honors since its inception in 2000.
And many of Bridgewater's student athletes are high-performers in the classroom, as about 25 percent of
student-athletes during the past two years have been named to the Old Dominion Athletic Conference's
All-Academic Team.
Now chair of the National Collegiate Athletics Association Division III Presidents Council, Stone will
lead the 15-member council in discussions about how much of their educational time Division III athletes
should devote to intercollegiate athletics.

For the Students
Ultimately, Stone knows that he's here for the students, and he makes a point to get to know as many
as possible. He continues to welcome the freshmen to campus by helping them move into the residence
halls; he frequently chats with students in the dining hall; he meets regularly with student leaders; he
watches sports practice sessions and attends games, recitals, plays - a smattering of all activities involving
students.
Pruett has first-hand experience of Stone's dedication to students, noting that he can often just drop
by the President's Office without an appointment and chat with Stone, who often seeks the student
leader's ideas on campus issues. "Dr. Stone gives a lot of respect to student government," Pruett says. "He
does that, and the students see that and know there's a channel to go through to get things done ... I feel
he's making a concerted effort to connect with the students, and it looks good. It looks very good."
Stone and his wife, Cherrill Kline Stone, '66, host about 25 student groups for dinner and receptions
each year. "We have a couple thousand people come to the house each year for special events," he says.
It's just another aspect of the spirit of community that Stone wants to keep alive and strong at
Bridgewater College.
"There's something special about Bridgewater College," he says. "There's a feeling here that people
who visit experience an authenticity, a friendliness, a coherence to this community, a commitment to
liberal arts, a sense of community here that's special, and it should be protected and strengthened. It is a
very special and precious heritage that we have."
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As a Marine colonel, Jim Benson
was accustomed to privileges: a
driver who took him everywhere in a
jeep, his orders carried out promptly,
people standing when he entered a
room.
But he was ready for his next
command.
That might have been another
military job if not for a late-night
conversation in 1994 between
Benson and then-new Bridgewater
College president Phillip Stone, who
had consulted Benson about hiring a
new football coach. Talking until 3
a.m., the two alumni from the class of
1965 kindled a friendship stronger than
their ties as classmates.
That led Benson to offer his
services to Stone who, impressed with
Benson's enthusiasm and experience
working with young people, told him,
Come as quickly as you can.
Benson did.
He retired from the Marines and
started his first job at Bridgewater in
1995 as Stone's executive assistant. After
varied duties at the College, he resigned
in July as vice president for
administration to become ,president of
Marion Military Institute in Marion, Ala.
Benson says what he learned as
an administrator at Bridgewater
prepared him for the job at Marion.
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By Jessica Clarke

"Probably not too many people
have gotten two educations from
Bridgewater that led to jobs," says
Benson, who majored in physical
education and was a coach in Roanoke
after he graduated.
As vice president for administration,
Benson helped oversee an increase in
admissions of more than 60 percent
and, among other improvements to the
physical plant, construction of the Funk
houser Center for Health and Wellness
and the new apartment-style residence
hall.
Among the most high-profile
accomplishments in Benson's tenure is
the nationally ranked football
powerhouse that developed while he
oversaw intercollegiate athletics.

Football drew Benson to
Bridgewater as a student and
employee.
When Stone became president
in 1994, he wanted to transform an
unsuccessful football program and
hire a new coach. Among those he
consulted was Benson, who was
quarterback as a student. Reconnecting
with Benson led to Stone's offering
him the job as his assistant.
A chance to start at quarterback
as a freshman had attracted Benson to
Bridgewater, where he played
baseball, too. The football team didn't
excel in Benson's time, but it wasn't for
lack of individual talent.
"He was the kind of leader that
teammates looked to, to call the right
play all the time," says Bill Duke, a friend
of Benson's since childhood who played
football with him at Bridgewater and in
high school in Roanoke. "More times
than not, he called the right play at the
right time."
Bill Phipps, who does broadcasts
of Bridgewater football and basketball
games for radio stations nearby, calls
Benson "a go-getter, a never-ending
bundle of energy."
"If you want something done, you
give it to him, and he gets it done," says
Phipps, a member of the Shenandoah
Valley Athletic Club that Benson helped
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Benson speaks with a
parent during a reception
for prospective students
sponsored by the
admissions office prior to
the 2003 Oyster Bowl in
Hampton, Va.,

organize. The club consists of athletes,
coaches, educators and others who
promote sports.
Helping improve the football
program and other aspects of athletics
wasn't Benson's only challenge at
Bridgewater.
After decades in the Marines, he
had to adjust to working as a civilian at a
college affiliated with the Brethren
church and its pacifist stand.
"It probably mellowed me. You
deal differently with people in the civil
environment than in the Marine Corps
environment," Benson says. "You have
to be much more sensitive to feelings"
and use more persuasion and tact.
There was no mistaking Benson's
Marine career in his office at the college.
A gold nameplate with USMC
emblazoned on it and coffee mug with
"Marines" on his desk. Photos of him in
uniform. Miniatures of the medals he
earned displayed on a shelf. And a
business card that indicated his status as
a retired Marine colonel.
Though he had not sensed
pacifism on the campus as a student,
Benson felt it when he started the job.
He realized "how passionate some
faculty and administrators were relative
to the pacifist tradition," he says.
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"There was never any
question about whether he
was a good fit," Stone says.
Other employees have been
military veterans. But some
people on campus were
surprised by Benson's
business card with the
Marine reference.
Benson, whose father,
in the Army, was killed in World War II
when he was 2, signed up for officer
candidate school in Richmond without
telling his family. He didn't want to
upset them.
He was coaching and teaching at
Patrick Henry High School in Roanoke
after he earned a master's degree in
physical education at the University of
Tennessee. The Vietnam War's
prominence spurred Benson to pursue
the military. He was
commissioned a second
lieutenant in 1968.
Until he retired in 1995,
Benson served in Vietnam,
Panama, Haiti and elsewhere
during his military career.
Though he adjusted to
wearing silk ties and suits of his
choice at Bridgewater, Benson
didn't leave the military behind
completely.
"I miss the Corps every
single day," he says. "The Corps
does such a good job of molding
people. They talk about honesty

Benson, number 15, carries
the ball for BC during a
game his senior year.

and integrity. That code of honor, I don't
see that anywhere else."
Benson brought those values to
Bridgewater.
"He would pay any price to do
the right thing," Stone says. With his
honesty and sense of responsibility, "He
would never try to protect himself even
if there's been an error."
Benson made no error in leaving
the military for Bridgewater, he says, But
he was ready to move on.
The job at Marion Military
Institute, founded in 1842, drew Benson
despite what he calls its struggles with
enrollment and fund raising.
He was led by "selfish ambition,"
he says. "It's the presidency. You're the
one who's accountable for the success or
failure. It's exciting to have that kind of
responsibility."
He has another responsibility,
too. Benson, who runs, bikes and plays
racquetball, will finish his doctoral
degree in higher education
administration at George Washington
University next year.
"The fact that he can't retire doesn't
surprise me. He has to be busy, and he has
to be busy with a purpose," Duke says. ■
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Below, left: Incoming freshmen and parents listen to the speaker during a summer orientation session. Top right: Freshmen Justin
Reavis (ten! and Ricardo White look over their orientation materials. Bottom right: Upperclassmen Anne Marrie Gaylord (right) and
Laura Bilhimer /second from right! speak to a small group of freshmen during orientation.

"For the first time in school history,
we have a waiting list."
ome high school seniors who
delayed making a decision to
attend Bridgewater College this
fall waited too long. "For the first time
in school history, we have a waiting list,"
said Linda Stout, director of enrollment
operations, this summer as she discussed
the school's record enrollment. The
admissions office stopped accepting new
applications mid-summer because
available spots were full.
With 595 new students (539
freshmen and 56 transfers) the work of
the admissions office certainly paid off.
Stout says her staff had an eventful year
during the 2003-04 recruiting season
and gives them some credit for the
increase in freshman enrollment. "We
have a great admissions team," says
Stout. Last year, the team visited 486
high schools in seven states and
attended 219 college fairs.
They also gave approximately
30 campus tours a week and
fielded over 19,000 inquiries
- 2,000 more than the 200203 school year.
According to senior
associate director of admissions
Mark Griffin, admissions
counselors do all they can to
get to know each student they
meet. "Relationships start

when a counselor first meets a student at
a college fair or high school, or when
[the students] visit the campus," he says.
Initially, counselors find out what the
student's interests are, both educational
and co-curricular. They ask about their
families as well. Relationships are
cultivated through phone calls, hand
written notes or e-mails, Griffin
explains. "Throughout the admissions
process," Griffin says, "a counselor
follows the things that a student is
involved with in high school."
Interestingly enough, the
admissions staff is made up of mostly
Bridgewater College graduates. Three
of the new admissions counselors are
members of the classes of 2002, 2003
and 2004. Who better to market the
College than those who have recently

passed through its halls as students? The
new counselors were actively involved in
campus life while students at BC,
participating in a variety of clubs,
organizations and sports; therefore,
they are prime candidates to market the
College. To work in the admissions
office, says Stout, it is essential to have a
bubbly personality, be enthusiastic about
the College, be professional and write
and speak well.
Jonathan Brush, director of
admissions and marketing, believes
current BC students who work as
student ambassadors play an important
role in recruiting students as well. The
admissions staff encourages prospective
students to visit the campus for a tour,
he says. The ambassadors' goal is to
introduce the campus and student life
to recruits. They do this by
giving tours, serving on
panels during open houses,
hosting overnight guests
and making telephone calls
to prospective students and
their families. "Ambassadors
are essential for helping the
admissions office," he says.
Ambassador Emily Price
believes her role is "to
provide positive public
relations for the College."
Preceedin!! pa!!e: Antonio
Jones speaks to a reporter
from Harrisonburg's Dailv
News-Record as he waits in
line to have, his student i.d.
photo taken during orienta
tion in July. Left: Mark Griffin,
senior associate director of
admissions, speaks to a
student about Bridgewater at
a college fair hosted by
Bridgewater College in
September.
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Price understands the importance of
having prospective students visit the
campus. "It gives them a first-hand
opportunity to see the campus," she
says.
Griffin agrees. He is confident that
recruits and their parents will be
impressed with Bridgewater College. "If
a student comes to take a look at our
campus, they are going to leave
impressed, regardless if they come here
or not," he says.

When giving a tour to prospective
students and their families, Price attempts
to tailor it to match the student's interests.
If she knows a student is interested in
playing basketball for Bridgewater, for
example, she'll visit the gym and
athletics offices and introduce the
prospective student to the coaching staff
and other players. She strives to connect
with each student she meets. She
explains to visitors how they personally
can benefit from what Bridgewater

College has to offer by sharing her own
experiences and telling them what she
appreciates most about the College. She
says, "I love BC because of the small school
atmosphere and the helpful professors
because [those things] allow me to
succeed to my fullest potential." Price
gives recruits an opportunity to speak with
other BC students, and encourages them
"to participate in activities that will allow
them to interact with students - going
to a class or eating lunch on campus."

"The buzz," has increased among students, and they are
taking a positive message back to their hometowns:
They like Bridgewater College.
Fall 20041 25
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participating in a variety of clubs,
organizations and sports; therefore,
they are prime candidates to market the
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office, says Stout, it is essential to have a
bubbly personality, be enthusiastic about
the College, be professional and write
and speak well.
Jonathan Brush, director of
admissions and marketing, believes
current BC students who work as
student ambassadors play an important
role in recruiting students as well. The
admissions staff encourages prospective
students to visit the campus for a tour,
he says. The ambassadors' goal is to
introduce the campus and student life
to recruits. They do this by
giving tours, serving on
panels during open houses,
hosting overnight guests
and making telephone calls
to prospective students and
their families. "Ambassadors
are essential for helping the
admissions office," he says.
Ambassador Emily Price
believes her role is "to
provide positive public
relations for the College."
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line to have, his student i.d.
photo taken durinQ orienta
tion in July. Left: Mark Griffin,
senior associate director of
admissions, speaks to a
student about BridQewater at
a college fair hosted by
BridQewater College in
September.

24

I

Brid�ewater

Below, left: Incoming freshmen and parents listen to the speaker durinQ a summer orientation session. Top right: Freshmen Justin
Reavis ocro and Ricardo White look over their orientation materials. Bottom right: Upperclassmen Anne Marrie Gaylord (right) and
Laura Bilhimer (second from right) speak to a small group of freshmen during orientation.

Price understands the importance of
having prospective students visit the
campus. "It gives them a first-hand
opportunity to see the campus," she
says.
Griffin agrees. He is confident that
recruits and their parents will be
impressed with Bridgewater College. "If
a student comes to take a look at our
campus, they are going to leave
impressed, regardless if they come here
or not," he says.

When giving a tour to prospective
students and their families, Price attempts
to tailor it to match the student's interests.
If she knows a student is interested in
playing basketball for Bridgewater, for
example, she'll visit the gym and
athletics offices and introduce the
prospective student to the coaching staff
and other players. She strives to connect
with each student she meets. She
explains to visitors how they personally
can benefit from what Bridgewater

College has to offer by sharing her own
experiences and telling them what she
appreciates most about the College. She
says, "I love BC because of the small school
atmosphere and the helpful professors
because [those things] allow me to
succeed to my fullest potential." Price
gives recruits an opportunity to speak with
other BC students, and encourages them
"to participate in activities that will allow
them to interact with students - going
to a class or eating lunch on campus."

"The buzz,"... has increased among students, and they are
taking a positive message back to their hometowns:
They like Bridgewater College.
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Brush notes that "the buzz," or
word of mouth, has increased among
students, and they are taking a positive
message back to their hometowns: They
like Bridgewater College. Brush believes
the alumni association's growing support
of activities and events in recent years
means that alumni are sharing the
Bridgewater story as well. Director of
Alumni Relations Ellen Layman concurs.
Layman has received phone calls from
alumni about students they feel would
thrive at the College, and she always
passes the information on to admissions.
Stout mentions other reasons for
the dramatic enrollment increase.
Virginia boosted its Tuition Assistance
Grant for students who attend private
colleges to $2,500 per year.
The College also awards
scholarships based on a
student's grade point average.
According to director of
institutional research Dawn
Dalbow, 383 students, or 70
percent of the freshman class,
were awarded academic
scholarships. The current
freshman class represents 16
different states. More than
370 of these new students
were active members of

volunteer organizations in their
communities, 162 were members of
their high school National Honor
Society, 119 participated in student
government, and 31 students served as
class officers.
Other attractions to the College
may include the new major in
environmental science and a minor in
crime and justice studies-fields of study
that have been in high demand by
current and prospective students.
Lindsay Morris, a freshman from Fort
Belvoir, Va., plans to major in sociology
and wants to study criminal justice while
at Bridgewater. Morris, who admits to
being hooked on "CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation," a CBS TV drama that

comes on Thursday evenings, says, "I've
thought about working as a crime scene
investigator." W hile the show sparked
Morris' career interest, Bridgewater fit
her ideally because she wanted "to go to
a smaller school."
The equine science program, along
with the competitive equestrian team,
continues to attract students to the
campus, while new tracks for the art
major have been established including
graphic design and digital photography.
Interests have increased for the
following majors as well: business
administration, biology, liberal studies,
communication studies, and health and
exercise science.
There are many advantages to
attending Bridgewater College,
says Brush. He sums it up well,
"At Bridgewater College, there
are more chances for big
opportunities. Students can
participate in activities, be a star
athlete and take part in
undergraduate research, all at
the same time."

Julie Miller /shown in mirror) pauses
for a photo on freshman move-in
day. Members of her family //to r!
- sister, Milissa, mom and dad

Karen and Joe, and sister Amv were there to help.
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A Wonderful College

This editorial column appeared in the Daily News-Record (Harrisonburg, Va.)
on June 24, 2004. Reprinted with permission.

Being in the same locale as two universities - Eastern Mennonite University and James Madison University
Bridgewater College may get overlooked from time to time. Probably the lion's share of publicity goes to EMU and
JMU, but Bridgewater College, too, maintains a reputation for academic excellence.
So it's good news that the institution will have a 36 percent increase in its freshman class come September.
The college's total enrollment last year was 1,343 students. There are great educational benefits in a smaller
college and Enrollment Director Linda Stout attributes some of the freshman increase to recruiters touting the small
college advantages of Bridgewater.
"We have an absolutely wonderful product here to sell," she said.

McCartney Leads
Alumni Association
By Ellen K. Layman, '65

Residence halls with balconies and a
swimming pool?
The balcony-swimming pool amenities are
part of what Jeff McCartney, '77, the 2004-05
president of the Bridgewater College Alumni
Association (BCAA), remembers about his
student days in Wardo Hall.
Wardo Hall, you say? That old building that
is now the west wing of Flory Hall?
Right. It's just part of the mystique of
Wardo that during McCartney's two years in
residence there, the fire escapes transformed, in
lingo at least, to "balconies." And that pool?
McCartney say s he didn't help dam up the
basement shower room with ply board and
possibly some duct tape, but when the water got
to 3 ½- to 4-feet deep, "I went swimming in
there."
Memories of life in Wardo - and earlier in
Heritage Hall - have made Bridgewater a
special part of McCartney's life. He had never
even visited the campus when he showed up to
register for classes as a freshman. Looking back
now, the former WGMB radio D.J. recalls the
physical beauty of the campus and the fact that
strangers said, "Hi," and "made you feel at
home."
"There was an acceptance of different
cultures and beliefs ...We could let our views be
known, and those who differed with us were
interested in what you were saying.. .It was
never confrontational, maybe some gentle
kidding, but certainly not hazing," he says.
That friendliness and acceptance, plus the
fact that "teachers took interest in you right
away," are the attributes that McCartney hopes
will always be the legacy that Bridgewater
alumni inherit.
During his year in the BCAA presidency,
McCartney wants the invitation to go out
forcefully to alumni that "you need to come
back and see the campus. Just being here - well,
it's got to jump-start some emotions."

I
I

Although he, his wife, Gina, and two
daughters, Livia and Alyssa, live in Northern
Virginia, and he works in Silver Spring, Md., as
division manager in computer systems and data
analysis for Social & Scientific Systems,
McCartney is on campus frequently. A veteran of
the alumni association board and on the annual
fund committee, he often attends athletic events
and this summer brought 16-year-old Livia to
volleyball camp. He soon will join the College's
Board of Trustees as the BCAA representative.
And buddies from Heritage and Wardo plan
an annual camping weekend at Flagpole - a
tradition that started as a 12-guy campout during
his freshman year. Now it's a family event, and it
will always be a sacred locale because two of the
gang chose Flagpole as their final resting place,
where their ashes have been spread.
Still, the memories drift back to dorm life.
"Wardo gave a feeling, a kind of special
camaraderie ...and goofiness. There probably was
more diversity in Heritage, but Wardo was the
closest thing Bridgewater had to a fraternity." ■

Yes, they do. And we're glad the word is getting out.
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Brush notes that "the buzz," or
word of mouth, has increased among
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like Bridgewater College. Brush believes
the alumni association's growing support
of activities and events in recent years
means that alumni are sharing the
Bridgewater story as well. Director of
Alumni Relations Ellen Layman concurs.
Layman has received phone calls from
alumni about students they feel would
thrive at the College, and she always
passes the information on to admissions.
Stout mentions other reasons for
the dramatic enrollment increase.
Virginia boosted its Tuition Assistance
Grant for students who attend private
colleges to $2,500 per year.
The College also awards
scholarships based on a
student's grade point average.
According to director of
institutional research Dawn
Dalbow, 383 students, or 70
percent of the freshman class,
were awarded academic
scholarships. The current
freshman class represents 16
different states. More than
370 of these new students
were active members of

volunteer organizations in their
communities, 162 were members of
their high school National Honor
Society, 119 participated in student
government, and 31 students served as
class officers.
Other attractions to the College
may include the new major in
environmental science and a minor in
crime and justice studies-fields of study
that have been in high demand by
current and prospective students.
Lindsay Morris, a freshman from Fort
Belvoir, Va., plans to major in sociology
and wants to study criminal justice while
at Bridgewater. Morris, who admits to
being hooked on "CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation," a CBS TV drama that

comes on Thursday evenings, says, "I've
thought about working as a crime scene
investigator." W hile the show sparked
Morris' career interest, Bridgewater fit
her ideally because she wanted "to go to
a smaller school."
The equine science program, along
with the competitive equestrian team,
continues to attract students to the
campus, while new tracks for the art
major have been established including
graphic design and digital photography.
Interests have increased for the
following majors as well: business
administration, biology, liberal studies,
communication studies, and health and
exercise science.
There are many advantages to
attending Bridgewater College,
says Brush. He sums it up well,
"At Bridgewater College, there
are more chances for big
opportunities. Students can
participate in activities, be a star
athlete and take part in
undergraduate research, all at
the same time."
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Being in the same locale as two universities - Eastern Mennonite University and James Madison University
Bridgewater College may get overlooked from time to time. Probably the lion's share of publicity goes to EMU and
JMU, but Bridgewater College, too, maintains a reputation for academic excellence.
So it's good news that the institution will have a 36 percent increase in its freshman class come September.
The college's total enrollment last year was 1,343 students. There are great educational benefits in a smaller
college and Enrollment Director Linda Stout attributes some of the freshman increase to recruiters touting the small
college advantages of Bridgewater.
llWe have an absolutely wonderful product here to sell," she said.

McCartney Leads
Alumni Association
By Ellen K. Layman, '65

Residence halls with balconies and a
swimming pool?
The balcony-swimming pool amenities are
part of what Jeff McCartney, '77, the 2004-05
president of the Bridgewater College Alumni
Association (BCAA), remembers about his
student days in Wardo Hall.
Wardo Hall, you say? That old building that
is now the west wing of Flory Hall?
Right. It's just part of the mystique of
Wardo that during McCartney's two years in
residence there, the fire escapes transformed, in
lingo at least, to "balconies." And that pool?
McCartney says he didn't help dam up the
basement shower room with ply board and
possibly some duct tape, but when the water got
to 3 ½- to 4-feet deep, "I went swimming in
there."
Memories of life in Wardo - and earlier in
Heritage Hall - have made Bridgewater a
special part of McCartney's life. He had never
even visited the campus when he showed up to
register for classes as a freshman. Looking back
now, the former WGMB radio D.J. recalls the
physical beauty of the campus and the fact that
strangers said, "Hi," and "made you feel at
home."
"There was an acceptance of different
cultures and beliefs ...We could let our views be
known, and those who differed with us were
interested in what you were saying.. .It was
never confrontational, maybe some gentle
kidding, but certainly not hazing," he says.
That friendliness and acceptance, plus the
fact that "teachers took interest in you right
away," are the attributes that McCartney hopes
will always be the legacy that Bridgewater
alumni inherit.
During his year in the BCAA presidency,
McCartney wants the invitation to go out
forcefully to alumni that "you need to come
back and see the campus. Just being here - well,
it's got to jump-start some emotions."

Although he, his wife, Gina, and two
daughters, Livia and Alyssa, live in Northern
Virginia, and he works in Silver Spring, Md., as
division manager in computer systems and data
analysis for Social & Scientific Systems,
McCartney is on campus frequently. A veteran of
the alumni association board and on the annual
fund committee, he often attends athletic events
and this summer brought 16-year-old Livia to
volleyball camp. He soon will join the College's
Board of Trustees as the BCAA representative.
And buddies from Heritage and Wardo plan
an annual camping weekend at Flagpole - a
tradition that started as a 12-guy campout during
his freshman year. Now it's a family event, and it
will always be a sacred locale because two of the
gang chose Flagpole as their final resting place,
where their ashes have been spread.
Still, the memories drift back to dorm life.
"Wardo gave a feeling, a kind of special
camaraderie ...and goofiness. There probably was
more diversity in Heritage, but Wardo was the
closest thing Bridgewater had to a fraternity." ■

Yes, they do. And we're glad the word is getting out.
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. . . class notes
Britton Book
Brian Brinon, '94, had his first book, The
Tree of Intimacy, published by Xulon Press in
July. A pastor in Chesapeake, Va., Britton
says the book is about "cultivating a lifestyle
of intimacy with God." Britton and his wife,
Valerie, are founders of Crossworks
International Ministries, which has led
them on numerous mission trips abroad.
He received a master's degree from
Regent University's School of Divinity.
For more information, or to order a
copy of the book, go to
www.crossworksinternational.org or e-mail
Britton at bbritton70@yahoo.com. ■

The Rollers' work consists partly of evaluating
medical dispensaries and health centers established by
the church as part of the Rural Health Program and
trying to address rampant health issues in an
incredibly impoverished country.
"Right now, of course, HIV is a big problem,"
says Gerald. "The patients I saw were people at home
to die of AIDS. Malaria is a very common disease,
particularly in young children. We see kids die of
malaria. Tuberculosis is still there."

April IS & 16

Weekend
2005

But just as large a challenge as bringing medical
care to the country is teaching Nigerians how to build
loving marriages. The Rollers lead ACME seminars
with young Nigerian couples who want to break the
tradition of male-dominated relationships and are
willing to share tasks and communicate equally.

SAVE
THE
DATE!
Reunion Classes:
1930, 193S,
1940, 194S,
19S0, 19SS,
1960, 196S

Watch your mail in the coming
months for more details.

I Brid!lewater ■

After years of carrying on mission work at home,
Gerald retired, and the Rollers decided to realize their
long-time dream of going overseas. They went to
Africa through the Church of the Brethren, and have
spent six months at a time in Garkida, Nigeria, in
2000, 2002 and 2004.

There are so many needs, the Rollers say - equip
ment that is broken or nonexistent; a lack of trained
health care workers; increasingly expensive drugs
forcing Nigerians to rely on unreliable local markets.

Alumni
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Marria�e...Continued from page 4

"We started out slowly," says Eleanor. "We would
say, 'We're telling you what has been good for our
marriage."'
The ideas were difficult for many Nigerians to
understand immediately, having grown up in a
patriarchic society where men and women sit separate
from each other at church, where it's considered
disrespectful for a woman to look directly into a
man's eyes, where men are in charge of their wives.
Nevertheless, the young men and women, in particular,
were interested in what the Rollers had to say.
"We could fill a church as fast as the preacher,"
says Gerald. And the ACME groups the Rollers formed
continued to meet after the couple returned to the
United States.
The Rollers are now back in Roanoke after their
most recent six-month-stay in Africa and are not sure
yet when they'll return. ■

1947
Dr. Homer M. Kline Jr, of King
George, Va., received his 50-year
membership pin in December
2003 from the Fredericksburg
Commandery # 1. Ray B. Miller,
'44, of Ashland, Va., served as
commander in 1958, and Kline
was commander in 1990.

1954
A 12-year English-as-a-second
language tutor, Doris Thomp
son carpenter of Plano, Ill., re
ceived the 2004 Volunteer of the
Year Award from Waubonsee
Community College. She also re
ceived the Outstanding Tutor
Award from the Literacy Volun
teers of Illinois and the Univer
sity of Illinois Center for Literacy.

1956
Mona Bross Hylton's life story
was published in the May/June
2004 issue of Euerton's Family
History Magazine. Mona and her
husband, Clyde, '55, live in
Richmond, Ind.

1963
Carroll L. Dickenson of Broad
way, Va., has retired as a school
administrator from Rockingham
County Schools and is an adjunct
university consultant for Eastern
Mennonite University.

1966
Joseph B. "Butch" Marvel has
retired after 36 years of teaching
- most recently as a high school
reading specialist. He continues
to teach English part time at a
local community college. He lives
with his wife, Holly, and three
children in Georgetown, Del.

1967
In April, the National Center for
Homeopathy presented Dr.
Sandra M. Chase the 2004 Dr.
Henry N. Williams Professional
Service Award for her many
years of service in the homeo-

University Medical Center
Complementary/Alternative
Medicine Education Initiative.
Chase is in her 30 th year of pri
vate homeopathic family medi
cal practice in Fairfax, Va.,
where she lives with her loyal
lady Labrador, Sable.
Dr. Sandra Chase
pathic medical field.. In 2003,
she received the Hahnemann
Gold Medallion from Liga
Medicorum Homeopathica
Internationalis for her service
as the organization's first
woman president in its nearly
80-year history. During her ca
reer, spanning 30 years, she was
named Diplomate of the
Board
American
of
Homeotherapeutics in 1983;
received the American Institute
of Homeopathy James Tyler
Kent Award for Outstanding
Service to the Homeopathic
Community in 1987; and was
named top practitioner of ho
meopathic medicine by Wash
ingtonian magazine.in 1996. In
2002, she served as a lecturer
for the section on homeopathic
family medicine at Georgetown

1970
Mary Acker crai!! of Easton, Md.,
earned a master of science degree
from McDaniel College in May.
Dennis M. Woolfrey and Becky
Hershey Woolfrey have both
retired from teaching - Dennis
from Wilson Memorial High
School in Fishersville, Va., and
Becky from Thomas Dixon El
ementary in Staunton, Va.

1971
Irene Lundquist is enjoying life
after 50. She serves on the board
of directors of the Phoenix Friends
of Old Time Music, and to relieve
stress, she line dances twice a
week. She lives in Chandler, Ariz.,
with her two teenagers.

1972
Ron ald <i. Petcher and his
wife, Connie Coxen Petcher,
'75, have moved to Fort
McMurray, Alberta, Canada.
Ron is the water quality team
leader for an engineering consult
ing firm serving a major Cana
dian oil exploration company in
the development and operation
of a steam-assisted gas drainage
(SAG-D) recovery and process
ing plant. Fort McMurray has a
population of 60,000 and is con
sidered the coldest city in
Alberta, with temperatures of
ten reaching 35 to 40 below zero.

1973
In June, Edward Clark, president
and co-founder of the Wildlife
Center of V irginia, accepted the
prestigious 21st Century Achieve
ment Award from the
Computerworld Honors Program
sponsored by Computerworld
Magazine. The award recognizes
companies and organizations that
best use computers, communica
tions networks and information
technology to pursue their missions.

Dr. GIiby Siusher, 'BO, past president of the
Bridgewater College Alumni Association, sang
the national anthem to start the Baltimore Ori
oles vs. Atlanta Braves game on Sunday, June
27, at Camden Yards. Slusher, who had sent in
an audition tape earlier this year, learned that
she had gotten the assignment less than an
hour before the game began. Nearly 170 BC
alumni and friends were in the crowd to cheer
her performance.
"It was a terrific experience," Slusher says. "My
children were there and learned that dreams
do come true!" Slusher became something of
a celebrity following the performance and
signed a few autographs, the most notable
being for a little girl she met in the ladies
restroom who dreams of someday having the
same opportunity.

■
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trying to address rampant health issues in an
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After years of carrying on mission work at home,
Gerald retired, and the Rollers decided to realize their
long-time dream of going overseas. They went to
Africa through the Church of the Brethren, and have
spent six months at a time in Garkida, Nigeria, in
2000, 2002 and 2004.

There are so many needs, the Rollers say - equip
ment that is broken or nonexistent; a lack of trained
health care workers; increasingly expensive drugs
forcing Nigerians to rely on unreliable local markets.
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"We started out slowly," says Eleanor. "We would
say, 'We're telling you what has been good for our
marriage."'
The ideas were difficult for many Nigerians to
understand immediately, having grown up in a
patriarchic society where men and women sit separate
from each other at church, where it's considered
disrespectful for a woman to look directly into a
man's eyes, where men are in charge of their wives.
Nevertheless, the young men and women, in particular,
were interested in what the Rollers had to say.
"We could fill a church as fast as the preacher,"
says Gerald. And the ACME groups the Rollers formed
continued to meet after the couple returned to the
United States.
The Rollers are now back in Roanoke after their
most recent six-month-stay in Africa and are not sure
yet when they'll return. ■

1947
Dr. Homer M. Kline Jr, of King
George, Va., received his 50-year
membership pin in December
2003 from the Fredericksburg
Commandery # 1. Ray B. Miller,
'44, of Ashland, Va., served as
commander in 1958, and Kline
was commander in 1990.

1954
A 12-year English-as-a-second
language tutor, Doris Thomp
son Carpenter of Plano, Ill., re
ceived the 2004 Volunteer of the
Year Award from Waubonsee
Community College. She also re
ceived the Outstanding Tutor
Award from the Literacy Volun
teers of Illinois and the Univer
sity of Illinois Center for Literacy.

1956
Mona Bross Hylton's life story
was published in the May/June
2004 issue of Euerton's Family
History Magazine. Mona and her
husband, Clyde, '55, live in
Richmond, Ind.

1963
Carroll L. Dickenson of Broad
way, Va., has retired as a school
administrator from Rockingham
County Schools and is an adjunct
university consultant for Eastern
Mennonite University.

1966
Joseph B. "Butch" Marvel has
retired after 36 years of teaching
- most recently as a high school
reading specialist. He continues
to teach English part time at a
local community college. He lives
with his wife, Holly, and three
children in Georgetown, Del.

1967
In April, the National Center for
Homeopathy presented Dr.
Sandra M. Chase the 2004 Dr.
Henry N. Williams Professional
Service Award for her many
years of service in the homeo-

University Medical Center
Complementary/ Alternative
Medicine Education Initiative.
Chase is in her 30th year of pri
vate homeopathic family medi
cal practice in Fairfax, Va.,
where she lives with her loyal
lady Labrador, Sable.
Dr. Sandra Chase
pathic medical field.. In 2003,
she received the Hahnemann
Gold Medallion from Liga
Medicorum Homeopathica
Internationalis for her service
as the organization's first
woman president in its nearly
80-year history. During her ca
reer, spanning 30 years, she was
named Diplomate of the
Board
American
of
Homeotherapeutics in 1983;
received the American Institute
of Homeopathy James Tyler
Kent Award for Outstanding
Service to the Homeopathic
Community in 1987; and was
named top practitioner of ho
meopathic medicine by Wash
ingtonian magazinein 1996. In
2002, she served as a lecturer
for the section on homeopathic
family medicine at Georgetown

1970
Mary Acker crai!! of Easton, Md.,
earned a master of science degree
from McDaniel College in May.
Dennis M. Woolfrey and Becky
Hershey Woolfrey have both
retired from teaching - Dennis
from Wilson Memorial High
School in Fishersville, Va., and
Becky from Thomas Dixon El
ementary in Staunton, Va.

1971
Irene Lundquist is enjoying life
after 50. She serves on the board
of directors of the Phoenix Friends
of Old Time Music, and to relieve
stress, she line dances twice a
week. She lives in Chandler, Ariz.,
with her two teenagers.

1972
Ronald <i. Pelcher and his
wife, Connie Coxen Pelcher,
'75, have moved to Fort
McMurray, Alberta, Canada.
Ron is the water quality team
leader for an engineering consult
ing firm serving a major Cana
dian oil exploration company in
the development and operation
of a steam-assisted gas drainage
(SAG-D) recovery and process
ing plant. Fort McMurray has a
population of 60,000 and is con
sidered the coldest city in
Alberta, with temperatures of
ten reaching 35 to 40 below zero.

1973
In June, Edward Clark, president
and co-founder of the Wildlife
Center of Virginia, accepted the
prestigious 21st Century Achieve
ment Award from the
Computerworld Honors Program
sponsored by Computerworld
Magazine. The award recognizes
companies and organizations that
best use computers, communica
tions networks and information
technology to pursuetheir missions.

Dr. cadlySlusher, '80, past president of the
Bridgewater College Alumni Association, sang
the national anthem to start the Baltimore Ori
oles vs. Atlanta Braves game on Sunday, June
27, at Camden Yards. Slusher, who had sent in
an audition tape earlier this year, learned that

I

she had gotten the assignment less than an
hour before the game began. Nearly 170 BC
alumni and friends were in the crowd to cheer
her performance.
"It was a terrific experience," Slusher says. "My

'

children were there and learned that dreams
do come true!" Slusher became something of
a celebrity following the performance and
signed a few autographs, the most notable
being for a little girl she met in the ladies
restroom who dreams of someday having the
same opportunity.

■
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1975

1984

Connie Coxen Pelcher (see
Ronald G. Fetcher, '72).

Allen M. Phibbs, general man
ager of Truck Enterprises Rich
mond Inc., graduated from the
ATD Dealer Candidate Acad
emy of the National Automo
bile Dealers Association. The
academy is an intensive 12month apprenticeship course in
dealer management.

1977
Charlone Beahm Bear of
Nokesville, Va., is serving as mod
erator of the Church of the
Brethren's Mid-Atlantic District.
She also is co-director and a
teacher at Rainbow Preschool,
and she manages the Home Arts
Division at the Prince William
County Fair.

Riley Andrew and
Ryan Everett McDonald

1986

Si!!rid Grolos Vollmecke and
Eric have their fifth child, Kell
Gunnar, born Nov. 27, 2001. The
family lives in Great Falls, Va.

1981
Dwi!!hl Shank and Sarah
Adams have a son, Aaron Shank
Adams, born April 24. The fam
ily lives in Silver Spring, Md.

1982
Kevin B. Canada is officer of
information research and re
trieval for biomedical services at
the American Red Cross national
headquarters in Washington, D.C.
Douelas Glenn Riley and
Amanda have a new son, Ben
jamin Matthew, bornJuly 19. The
family, which includes four other
children, lives in Staunton, Va.

30
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Ron Ramsey was elected to the
Staunton (Va.) City School
Board for a four-year term be
ginning July l. Ramsey is office
manager for ShenanArts, a local
non-profit theatre organization
based in Verona, Va.

capt. Bradley Archer and Mar
earel "Me!!" Smilh Archer,
'91, have a son, Grant Howard,
born April 10, 2002. The family
lives in Layton, Utah.

Clois Walton Bell and her fam
ily have moved to Albuquerque,
N.M., from Little Rock, Ark. Bell
says she misses her elementary
music students in Little Rock but
looks forward to teaching new
students in Albuquerque.

Stacy A. McDonald and Sara
Dickenson McDonald, '92,
have a second son, Riley Andrew,
born March 25. Stacy is accounts
payable manager and payroll as
sistant at Bridgewater College. The
family lives in Timberville, Va.
Aimee McKay Purcell and
Gerald have two sons, James
Alfred, born Sept. 29, 1999, and
Christopher Gerald, born April
9, 2003. The family lives m
Springfield, Va.

Vicky Pennine1on-carr and Sam
have two sons,James Christopher,
born Aug. 21, 2000 andJonathan
Connor, bornJan. 10, 2003.Vicky
earned a master of social work
degree from V irginia Common
wealth University in May 2001,
and is a social worker for Family
Preservation Services. The family
lives in CrossJunction, Va.

Shawn Flory Replo!!le and
Alison Flory Replo!!le, '98,
have a second son, Caleb Justice,
born June 7. The family lives in
McPherson, Kan.

Kian Nesari

Dr. Shonda Arnen Asaad and
Marc have a second son, Dimitri
Morcos Cayton, born Oct. 28,
2001, in Russia, and adopted on
March 27, 2004. Shonda has
completed board certification in
internal medicine and has moved
with her family to Lexington,
S.C., where she has joined a
medical oncology practice that
specializes in hematology, oncol
ogy and palliative care.

Pal s. Shiflet and Denise
Miller Shiflet, '94, have a
daughter, Rebecca Ann, bornJuly
2, 2003. The family lives in
Bridgewater, Va.

1991
Marearel "Me!!" Smilh Archer
(see Capt. Bradley Archer, '89).

Jonathan Connor Carr

Heather Milloy Tricoche and
Michael have a new daughter,
Olivia Elizabeth, born April 16.
Heather teaches sixth-grade lan
guage arts in Florence Township
Public Schools. The family lives
in Willingboro, N.J.

1993
Belinda Thacker Haaesma
and Andy have a son, Mitchell
Andrew, born Oct. 15, 2003.
Belinda works in human re
sources for Computer Sciences
Corporation in Sterling, Va. The
family lives in Ashburn, Va.
Stephanie Parron Haraway is
a special education teacher at
Waddell Elementary School in
the Lexington City Schools. For
the past five years, she taught
special education for the
Alleghany County schools in
Covington, Va. Stephanie and
her husband, Keith, recently
purchased their first home in
Lexington, Va.
Todd W. Lam of Maurertown,
Va., is an environmental special
ist for the V irginia Department
of Health.

1992

1987

Mollie Anne, born Feb. 28. Scott is
manager of technical services and
network administrator in the C.E.
Shull Information Technology Cen
ter at Bridgewater College. The
family lives in Harrisonburg, Va.
Shari Huffman Payne and crai!!
Payne, '94, have a second son,
Joshua Kenyan, born April 7. The
family lives in Linville, Va.

1994
Candace Alina Cline and Staff
Sgt. Darrell Jay Rodeffer were
marriedJuly 3. Candace teaches
kindergarten at John Wayland
Elementary School. The couple
lives in Harrisonburg, Va.
Crai!! Payne (see Shari Huffman
Payne, '93).
Anita Fosler Shank and Fred
Jr. have twins, Nora Claire and
Owen Daniel, bornJune 18. The
family lives in Bridgewater, Va.
Denise Miller Shiflet (see Pat
S. Shiflet,'89).
Tammy Massie Stine andJimmy
have a son, Andrew Lewis, born
Jan. 3, 2003. Tammy is a preschool
teacher for the Augusta County
Public Schools. The family lives
in Mount Crawford, Va.

1988
Jacob Scott Smith

Tammie Moses and Michael
Anthony Farabaugh were married
Oct. 4, 2003. A certified public
accountant, Moses is controller in
the Waynesboro, Va., office of US
Joiner LLC, a, marine interiors
business. She also owns a small
accounting practice in Charlottes
ville, Va., where the couple lives.
In May 2003, Moses earned a
master of business administration
degree from Averett University.

'96, have a son, Joshua Aaron,
born Feb. 21. The Cofields, who
live in Bridgewater, Va., pur
chased Sign Pro in March 2002.
Aaron William Eberly and Alisa
Grace Holler Eberly, '97, have
their second daughter, Emma
Caroline, bornJan. 14. The fam
ily lives in New Market, Va.

Physical Therapy. The family lives
in Ravenswood, WVa.
Aaron Klein and Katcale have a
daughter, Kaya Louise, born
April 12. Aaron is manager of
telecommunications and special
projects at Bridgewater College.
The family lives in Staunton, Va.

Gre!!ory Layton and Kathleen
House were married Oct. 11,
2003, by the Rev. Brian T.
Flory, '96, of Ambler, Pa. In
April, Gregory earned a master's
degree in English, creative writ
ing, at Miami University. After
serving as news editor of the
Kokomo (Ind.) Tribune, he has
returned to his hometown of
Milford, Del., where he man
ages the Milford Chronicle, a
weekly newspaper.
Stephanie Gardner Nelson
and Joe have their first child, a
son, Lucas William, born March
27. The family lives in
Harrisonburg, Va.
Jerry Douelas Piner and
Heather Nicole Cash were mar
ried May 29. Jerry is a real estate
appraiser for the city of Staunton,
Va., where the couple lives.

1995

Lucas William Nelson

Mindy Chandler Shifflen and
K. Dale Shifflen, '98, have a
daughter, Allison Kate, born May
6. Mindy is a seventh-grade spe
cial education teacher in Greene
County, and Dale teaches spe
cial education and coaches in
Rockingham County. The fam
ily lives in Elkton, Va.

1997

Tara Huffman Bowman and
Daryl have a daughter, Reagan
Elizabeth, born June 24. The
family lives in Woodstock, Va.

Kyle Jason Berkey

Alisa Grace Holler Eberly (see
Aaron William Eberly, '95).

Charles A. "Tony" Cofield
and Kerry Estabrook Cofield,

1996

Ashley Bair Hill and Dr. Justin
Hill, '00, have twin daughters,

Sara Dickenson McDonald
(see Stacy A. McDonald, '86).

Randy Smilh and Donna have
their first son,Jacob Scott, born
June 16, 2003. Randy teaches in
the Page County Public Schools.
The Smiths, who also have three
daughters, live in Luray, Va.

Barry Davis recently became
head baseball coach at Rider
University in Lawrenceville, N.J.,
a Division I team in the Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference.

Joe W. Nesari and Shahrzad have
a son, Kian, born Sept. 26, 2003.
The family lives in Herndon, Va.

Ammie Todd Moore is the ex
ecutive director of Safehome
Systems Inc., a domestic violence
and sexual assault agency located
in Covington, Va. Ammie and her
husband, Keith, live in Roanoke,
Va., with their son, Todd.

1989

1980

The Vollmecke Family
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Jason E.- Berkey and Robin have
their first child, a son, Kyle Ja
son, born March 23.Jason is as
sistant vice president and corpo
rate actuary for AIG United
Guaranty. The family lives m
Greensboro, N.C.
Kerry Estabrook Cofield (see
Charles A. "Tony" Cofield, '95).

Mollie Anne Moomaw

scon A. Moomaw and
Meredith Hall Moomaw, '99,
have their first child, a daughter,

Joshua Aaron Cofield

Tracy Eble Garavaelia and Rick
have a daughter, AdisonJoy, born
Sept. 30, 2003. Tracy is a physi
cal therapist with Tri-State

Adison Joy Garavaglia
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1975

1984

Connie Coxen Petcher (see
Ronald G. Petcher, '72).

Allen M. Phibbs, general man
ager of Truck Enterprises Rich
mond Inc., graduated from the
ATD Dealer Candidate Acad
emy of the National Automo
bile Dealers Association. The
academy is an intensive 12month apprenticeship course in
dealer management.

1977
Charlotte Beahm Bear of
Nokesville, Va., is serving as mod
erator of the Church of the
Brethren's Mid-Atlantic District.
She also is co-director and a
teacher at Rainbow Preschool,
and she manages the Home Arts
Division at the Prince William
County Fair.

Capt. Bradley Archer and Mar
earet "Mell" Smith Archer,
'91, have a son, Grant Howard,
born April 10, 2002. The family
lives in Layton, Utah.

Clois Walton Bell and her fam
ily have moved to Albuquerque,
N.M., from Little Rock, Ark. Bell
says she misses her elementary
music students in Little Rock but
looks forward to teaching new
students in Albuquerque.
Riley Andrew and
Ryan Everett McDonald

1986

The Vollmecke Family
Siflrid Grotos Vollmecke and
Eric have their fifth child, Kell
Gunnar, born Nov. 27, 2001. The
family lives in Great Falls, Va.

1981
Dwiflht Shank and Sarah
Adams have a son, Aaron Shank
Adams, born April 24. The fam
ily lives in Silver Spring, Md.

1982
Kevin B. Canada is officer of
information research and re
trieval for biomedical services at
the American Red Cross national
headquarters in Washington, D.C.
Doufllas Glenn Riley and
Amanda have a new son, Ben
jamin Matthew, born July 19. The
family, which includes four other
children, lives in Staunton, Va.
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Ron Ramsey was elected to the
Staunton (Va.) City School
Board for a four-year term be
ginning July 1. Ramsey is office
manager for ShenanArts, a local
non-profit theatre organization
based in Verona, Va.

1989

1980

Stacy A. McDonald and Sara
Dickenson McDonald, '92,
have a second son, Riley Andrew,
born March 25. Stacy is accounts
payable manager and payroll as
sistant at Bridgewater College. The
family lives in Timberville, Va.
Aimee McKay Purcell and
Gerald have two sons, James
Alfred, born Sept. 29, 1999, and
Christopher Gerald, born April
9, 2003. The family lives in
Springfield, Va.

Vicky Penninflton-carr and Sam
have two sons, James Christopher,
born Aug. 21, 2000 and Jonathan
Connor, born Jan. 10, 2003.Vicky
earned a master of social work
degree from V irginia Common
wealth University in May 2001,
and is a social worker for Family
Preservation Services. The family
lives in Cross Junction, Va.

Shawn Flory Reploflle and
Alison Flory Reploflle, '98,
have a second son, Caleb Justice,
born June 7. The family lives in
McPherson, Kan.

Kian Nesari
or. Shonda Arnen Asaad and
Marc have a second son, Dimitri
Morcos Cayton, born Oct. 28,
2001, in Russia, and adopted on
March 27, 2004. Shonda has
completed board certification in
internal medicine and has moved
with her family to Lexington,
S.C., where she has joined a
medical oncology practice that
specializes in hematology, oncol
ogy and palliative care.

�

Pat s. Shiflet and Denise
Miller Shiflet, '94, have a
daughter, Rebecca Ann, born July
2, 2003. The family lives in
Bridgewater, Va.

1991
Marearet "Mell" Smith Archer
(see Capt. Bradley Archer, '89).

Jonathan Connor Carr

Heather Milloy Tricoche and
Michael have a new daughter,
Olivia Elizabeth, born April 16.
Heather teaches sixth-grade lan
guage arts in Florence Township
Public Schools. The family lives
in Willingboro, N.J.

1993
Belinda Thacker Haaesma
and Andy have a son, Mitchell
Andrew, born Oct. 15, 2003.
Belinda works in human re
sources for Computer Sciences
Corporation in Sterling, Va. The
family lives in Ashburn, Va.
Stephanie Parron Haraway is
a special education teacher at
Waddell Elementary School in
the Lexington City Schools. For
the past five years, she taught
special education for the
Alleghany County schools in
Covington, Va. Stephanie and
her husband, Keith, recently
purchased their first home in
Lexington, Va.
Todd W. Lam of Maurertown,
Va., is an environmental special
ist for the V irginia Department
of Health.

1992

1987

1988
Jacob Scott Smith

Tammie Moses and Michael
Anthony Farabaugh were married
Oct. 4, 2003. A certified public
accountant, Moses is controller in
the Waynesboro, Va., office of US
Joiner LLC, a, marine interiors
business. She also owns a small
accounting practice in Charlottes
ville, Va., where the couple lives.
In May 2003, Moses earned a
master of business administration
degree from Averett University.

Mollie Anne, born Feb. 28. Scott is
manager of technical services and
network administrator in the C.E.
Shull Information Technology Cen
ter at Bridgewater College. The
family lives in Harrisonburg, Va.
Shari Huffman Payne and Crail!
Payne, '94, have a second son,
Joshua Kenyan, born April 7. The
family lives in Linville, Va.

1994
Candace Alina Cline and Staff
Sgt. Darrell Jay Rodeffer were
married July 3. Candace teaches
kindergarten at John Wayland
Elementary School. The couple
lives in Harrisonburg, Va.
Crail! Payne (see Shari Huffman
Payne, '93).
Anita Foster Shank and Fred
Jr. have twins, Nora Claire and
Owen Daniel, born June 18. The
family lives in Bridgewater, Va.
Denise Miller Shiflet (see Pat
S. Shiflet,'89).
Tammy Massie Stine and Jimmy
have a son, Andrew Lewis, born
Jan. 3, 2003. Tammy is a preschool
teacher for the Augusta County
Public Schools. The family lives
in Mount Crawford, Va.

Tara Huffman Bowman and
Daryl have a daughter, Reagan
Elizabeth, born June 24. The
family lives in Woodstock, Va.

Aaron William Eberly and Alisa
Grace Holler Eberly, '97, have
their second daughter, Emma
Caroline, born Jan. 14. The fam
ily lives in New Market, Va.

Physical Therapy. The family lives
in Ravenswood, WVa.
Aaron Klein and Katcale have a
daughter, Kaya Louise, born
April 12. Aaron is manager of
telecommunications and special
projects at Bridgewater College.
The family lives in Staunton, Va.

Greflory Layton and Kathleen
House were married Oct. 11,
2003, by the Rev. Brian T.
Flory, '96, of Ambler, Pa. In
April, Gregory earned a master's
degree in English, creative writ
ing, at Miami University. After
serving as news editor of the
Kokomo (Ind.) Tribune, he has
returned to his hometown of
Milford, Del., where he man
ages the Milford Chronicle, a
weekly newspaper.
Stephanie Gardner Nelson
and Joe have their first child, a
son, Lucas William, born March
27. The family lives tn
Harrisonburg, Va.
J erry Doufllas Piner and
Heather Nicole Cash were mar
ried May 29. Jerry is a real estate
appraiser for the city of Staunton,
Va., where the couple lives.

I

Lucas William Nelson
Mindy Chandler Shifflen and
K. Dale Shifflen, '98, have a
daughter, Allison Kate, born May
6. Mindy is a seventh-grade spe
cial education teacher in Greene
County, and Dale teaches spe
cial education and coaches in
Rockingham County. The fam
ily lives in Elkton, Va.

1997
Kyle Jason Berkey

1996
Jason E.- Berkey and Robin have
their first child, a son, Kyle Ja
son, born March 23. Jason is as
sistant vice president and corpo
rate actuary for AIG United
Guaranty. The family lives in
Greensboro, N.C.

Alisa Grace Holler Eberly (see
Aaron William Eberly, '95).
Ashley Bair Hill and Dr. Justin
Hill, '00, have twin daughters,

Kerry Estabrook Cofield (see
Charles A. "Tony" Cofield, '95).

Mollie Anne Moomaw
Scott A. Moomaw and
Meredith Hall Moomaw, '99,
have their first child, a daughter,

'96, have a son, Joshua Aaron,
born Feb. 21. The Cofields, who
live in Bridgewater, Va., pur
chased Sign Pro in March 2002.

1995

Charles A. "Tony" Cofield
and Kerry Estabrook Cofield,

Sara Dickenson McDonald
(see Stacy A. McDonald, '86).

Randy Smith and Donna have
their first son, Jacob Scott, born
June 16, 2003. Randy teaches in
the Page County Public Schools.
The Smiths, who also have three
daughters, live in Luray, Va.

Barry Davis recently became
head baseball coach at Rider
University in Lawrenceville, N.J.,
a Division I team in the Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference.

Joe W. Nesari and Shahrzad have
a son, Kian, born Sept. 26, 2003.
The family lives in Herndon, Va.

Ammie Todd Moore is the ex
ecutive director of Safehome
Systems Inc., a domestic violence
and sexual assault agency located
in Covington, Va. Ammie and her
husband, Keith, live in Roanoke,
Va., with their son, Todd.

Joshua Aaron Cofield

Tracy Eble Garavafllia and Rick
have a daughter, Adison Joy, born
Sept. 30, 2003. Tracy is a physi
cal therapist with Tri-State

Adison Joy Garavaglia

■
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Kaytlynn Elizabeth and Kaylee
Grace,born May 7. The family
lives in Harrisonburg, Va.
Melissa Geib Lif!htner and
David have their first child, a
daughter, Samantha Rose,born
Oct. 20,2003. Melissa is a graphic
designer for Conestoga dpi, a
printing company that specializes
in marketing materials. The fam
ily lives in Lebanon,Pa.

Samantha Rose Lightner

In 2002, Dinah K. Mitchell
earned an M.A. degree in tech
nical and scientific communi
cation from James Madison
University. She is a require
ments analyst in the informa
tion technology department of
the American Red Cross na
tional headquarters. She lives
in Burke,Va.
J ohn Riner and Jennifer
Knupp Riner, '98, have their
first child, a daughter, Adeline
Claire, born March 23, 2003.
The family lives in Broadway,Va.

1998
Sherrie Critzer Eacho and Bill
have a daughter,Amanda Lynn,
born May 3. Sherrie is a stay-at
home mom. The Eachos,who also
have a son, live in Powhatan, Va.
Brandon D. Kiracofe and Ann
Meredith Chewning were mar
ried Aug. 23, 2003. Brandon
earned a master of environmen
tal engineering degree from V ir
ginia Tech and is an engineer with
the Department of Environmen
tal Quality. The couple lives in
Bridgewater,Va.

32

I

Brid�ewater

■

Jeremy Kosterand Stefanie Shank
were married June 27. The couple
is living in Nicaragua,where Jer
emy is conducting anthropological
research on indigenous hunting
strategies in the Bosawas Biosphere
Reserve. His dissertation project is
being funded by a Fulbright schol
arship and the National Science
Foundation.
Brandy Franklin Mehaffey
completed licensure as a profes
sional counselor for the state of
V irginia in August 2003. She is
a mental health therapist for the
Prince William County Services
Board in Manassas, Va.
Ryan Cole Shirkey Miracle
and Molly have a son,Harrison
Cole Miracle,born Nov. 4,2003.
Ryan is a financial advisor with
Merrill Lynch. The family lives
in Crozet, Va. Proud grandpar
ents are Dr. Bill Miracle, dean
of students at Bridgewater Col
lege,and his wife,Andrea.
Alison Flory Replof!le (see
Shawn Flory Replogle,'92).
Jennifer Knupp Riner (see
John Riner,'97).
Dale Shifflett (see Mindy Chan
dler Shifflett,'96).
Mark B. Shipp and Jeannie Anne
Lewis were married March 20.
Mark is employed by PRA Inter
national, a leading clinical re
search organization. The couple
lives in Charlottesville, Va.
Michael Sinesi of Collings
wood, N.J., completed his first
season with the Kaepa BuxMont
Volleyball Club,affiliated with the
United States Volleyball Associa
tion and consisting of players aged
12 to 17. Sinesi coached the 16
Gold Team,winning three medals
- two first place and one second
place. He is starting his third year
as head coach of the women's vol
leyball team at the University of
the Sciences in Philadelphia.

joined Responsive Manage
ment as a research associate.
She previously was corporate
communications officer for
WVPT, V irginia's Public Tele
v1s10n.
Matthew T. Crenshaw and
Sheila Hart Sanderford were
married April 3. Matt is a teacher
and football coach with Hanover
County Public Schools. The
couple lives in Mechanicsville,
Va.

2001

Tamara Amber Greeorv and
Stephen Michael Craver were
married April 17. The couple lives
in Harrisonburg, Va.

Tina L. Baker and Joseph Mor
ris were married June 26. Tina
teaches eighth grade history in the
Staunton City Schools. The
couple lives in Weyers Cave,Va.

Dr. Justin Hill (see Ashley Bair
Hill,'97).
Sarah Kathleen Martin and
Steven Craig Haldeman were
married April 3. The couple is
living in Texas.

Kathy Hif!h and Christopher
Blouch were married July 10.
Kathy is a seventh-grade family
and consumer sciences teacher
at Seneca Ridge Middle School
in Sterling, Va.,The couple lives
in Herndon,Va.

Candace Mae Mcclune and
Keith Allen Lambert were mar
ried June 9. Candace is an edu
cation coordinator at the
Rockingham Memorial Hospital
School of Medical Technology
in Harrisonburg,Va.
Meredith Hall Moomaw (see
Scott A. Moomaw,'93).
Kristen Stovenour of Greens
boro, N.C., was named 2004
Teacher of the Year at Balfour El
ementary School in Asheboro,N.C.
Dennis E. and April Owens
Villone have identical twin
daughters,Sydney Elise and Erica
Morrigan, born March 31.The
family lives in HighlandPark,N.J.

Sydney Elise and
Erica Morrigan Villane

Elijah Sherrard Naff

Noel and Stephanie LaPrade
Naff have their first child,a son,
Elijah Sherrard, born Nov. 3,
2003. Noel received an M.Div.
degree from Bethany Theologi
cal Seminary in May and is pas
tor of Mill Creek Church of the
Brethren in Tryon,N.C.,where
the family lives. They would en
joy hearing from friends and
classmates at nsnaff@hotmail.com.
John Shirley received a master
of letters degree in Shakespeare
and Renaissance literature in
performance from Mary
Baldwin College in May,and this
fall, he is pursuing a master of
fine arts degree there. From June
27 thru July 18, Shirley taught
two classes at the West V irginia
Governor's Honors Academy at
Marshall University in Hunting
ton,WVa.
Lanna June Strawderman and
Timothy A. Higgs were married
March 27. Lanna teaches first
grade in Rockingham County. The
couple lives in Briery Branch, Va.

Amy Lynne Fisher and Brian
Marshall Waybright were married
May 15. She works for Augusta
Lumber in Waynesboro, Va.,
where the couple lives.

Thomas Maxwell comer and
Evelyn Marie Bailey, '02, were
married June 12. Tom is an associ
ate chemist for McCormick and
Company in Hunt Valley,Md.,and
Evelyn is a senior field sales man
ager for Vector Marketing. In 2003,
she also completed post-graduate
studies at the Maryland Institute
College of Art in Baltimore. The
couple lives in Cockeysville,Md.
Laura Elizabeth Stauffer and
Timothy Scott Chandler were
married May 8. She is employed
by Appomattox Healthcare Cen
ter. The couple lives in
Appomattox,Va.

Amy Johnson has earned a
master's degree in psychology
from James Madison University
and is a school psychologist for
Waynesboro (Va.)Public Schools.

1999
A n d r.e a Mich e l l e Eter
Ciscione of Elkton, Va., has

2000

Christopher Stoehrmann and
Jodi Harris were married May 22.
Chris works for Harris Remodel
ing. The couple lives in Waterford,
Va.
Rebecca W etzel and Joey
Reynolds were married July 10.
Becky teaches second grade at
W.W. Robinson Elementary
School in Woodstock,Va.,where
the couple lives.

2002
Evelyn Marie Bailey (see Tho
mas Maxwell Comer,'01).

Frizzelle were married July 25,
2003, by former assistant foot
ball coach John Baker, '63, of
Buchanan,Va.Lorna is a teacher
for the emotionally disturbed at
S. Gordon Stewart Middle School
in Fort Defiance, Va.,and Jay is
employed at Select Aerospace in
Weyers Cave, Va., where the
couple lives.
Daniel C. Bremner Jr. and
Miriam Gardner were married
March 6. The couple lives in Glen
Allen,Va.

Kendall Hester Graves

Meranda Trout Graves and An•
drew C. Graves, '03, have a
daughter, Kendall Hester, born
Jan. 12,2002. Meranda is a lab
technician for Merck & Com
pany,and Andrew is pursuing a
law degree at Appalachian School
of Law. The couple lives in
Grundy, Va.
Sean and Amanda Dell'Uomo
North are living in Manassas
Park, Va. Sean is employed by a
company that contracts for the
Department of Homeland Secu
rity, and Mandy teaches math
ematics inPrince William County.

2003
Lorna Mae Bell and Jason "Jay"

Stacie Elizabeth Essex and
Ross Clifton Mikels were mar
ried Sept. 13,2003. She is direc
tor of Chesterbrook Academy in
Manassas,Va. The couple lives in
Sterling, Va.
Kevin A. Flora and Jennifer
Hawk, '04, were married June
5. The couple lives in Vienna,Va.
Andrew C. Graves (see Meranda
Trout Graves,'02).
Paul Stutzman and Karen
Altice, '05, were married June
19. The couple lives in
Bridgewater,Va.

2004
Jennifer Hawk (see Kevin A.
Flora,'03).

2005
Karen Altice
Stutzman,'03).

(see Paul

Memorials...
Ressie "Pef!f!V" Showalter
Coleman, '29, of Orange, Va.,
died April 20,at the age of 96.
She was a teacher at Orange
County High School for 35 years
before retiring. She also served
as leader of the Girl Scout Troop
in Unionville, Va., for many
years.
Warren Samuel Craun, '31, of
Sebring,Fla.,died May 7,at the
age of 96. He earned a master's
degree from the University of
V irginia. He taught at
Bridgewater College from 19341936 and served as College trea
surer during 1935-1936. He
worked for the V irginia State
Employment Service from 19391941. During 1946-47,he served
on the faculty of Florida State
University at Tallahassee as a pro
fessor of economics. Following
this assignment, he was em
ployed with the U.S. Wage and
Hour Board as an investigator
until retiring in 1965.
Helen Yates Muntzinf!, '31,
of Petersburg,WVa.,died May
1,at the age of 94. After gradu
ating from Bridgewater College,
she taught elementary school in
Fairfax County. She also worked
for the federal government dur
ing World War II. She moved to
Petersburg in 1946, where she
was a member of the Petersburg
Fireman's Auxiliary and the Pe
tersburg Garden Club.
Lester w. Reed, '36, of Lex
ington, N.C., died Dec. 12,
2003.

with your BC friends and classmates!
Got a new job, spouse, baby, hobby, award, or any
other big news that you'd like to tell your friends
about? Send your news to Bridgewater Magazine Class
Notes. Use the mail-in form on the back inside cover
of this issue or e-mail alumnews@bridgewater.edu.
Remember, the publication lead time for Class Notes is three months.
Information received after the deadline for this issue will appear in the Winter
2005 issue. Bridgewater Magazine does not publish engagement
announcements, and submitted photographs are included when space permits.

Orion\'. Row, '37,of Peachtree
City, Ga., died Dec. 29, at the
age of 88. He is survived by his
wife,Clara. Also among his sur
vivors is a brother, Maurice F.
Row Sr., '34,of Springfield, Va.
Dr. H. LeRoy scharon, '38,
of Houston,died May 15,from
complications of Parkinson's
disease. He was 89. He earned
M.S. andPh.D. degrees from Johns
Hopkins University and served
as a professor in the earth sci
ences department of Washing- ►
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Kaytlynn Elizabeth and Kaylee
Grace, born May 7. The family
lives in Harrisonburg, Va.
Melissa Cieib Li!!htner and
David have their first child, a
daughter, Samantha Rose, born
Oct. 20, 2003. Melissa is a graphic
designer for Conestoga dpi, a
printing company that specializes
in marketing materials. The fam
ily lives inLebanon, Pa.

Samantha Rose Li\,lhtner

In 2002, Dinah K. Mitchell
earned an M.A. degree in tech
nical and scientific communi
cation from James Madison
University. She is a require
ments analyst in the informa
tion technology department of
the American Red Cross na
tional headquarters. She lives
in Burke, Va.
John Riner and Jennifer
Knupp Riner, '98, have their
first child, a daughter, Adeline
Claire, born March 23, 2003.
The family lives in Broadway, Va.

1998
Sherrie Critzer Eacho and Bill
have a daughter, AmandaLynn,
born May 3. Sherrie is a stay-at
home mom. The Eachos, who also
have a son, live in Powhatan, Va.
Brandon D. Kiracofe and Ann
Meredith Chewning were mar
ried Aug. 23, 2003. Brandon
earned a master of environmen
tal engineering degree fromV ir
ginia Tech and is an engineer with
the Department of Environmen
tal Quality. The couple lives in
Bridgewater, Va.
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Jeremy Koster and Stefanie Shank
were married June 27. The couple
is living in Nicaragua, where Jer
emy is conducting anthropological
research on indigenous hunting
strategies in the Bosawas Biosphere
Reserve. His dissertation project is
being funded by a Fulbright schol
arship and the National Science
Foundation.
Brandy Franklin Mehaffey
completed licensure as a profes
sional counselor for the state of
V irginia in August 2003. She is
a mental health therapist for the
Prince William County Services
Board in Manassas, Va.
Ryan Cole Shirkey Miracle
and Molly have a son, Harrison
Cole Miracle, born Nov. 4, 2003.
Ryan is a financial advisor with
Merrill Lynch. The family lives
in Crozet, Va. Proud grandpar
ents are Dr. Bill Miracle, dean
of students at Bridgewater Col
lege, and his wife, Andrea.
Alison Flory Replo!!le (see
Shawn Flory Replogle, '92).
Jennifer Knupp Riner (see
John Riner, '97).
Dale Shifflett (see Mindy Chan
dler Shifflett, '96).
Mark B. Shipp and Jeannie Anne
Lewis were married March 20.
Mark is employed by PRA Inter
national, a leading clinical re
search organization. The couple
lives in Charlottesville, Va.
Michael Sinesi of Collings
wood, N.J., completed his first
season with the Kaepa BuxMont
Volleyball Club, affiliated with the
United States Volleyball Associa
tion and consisting of players aged
12 to 17. Sinesi coached the 16
Gold Team, winning three medals
- two first place and one second
place. He is starting his third year
as head coach of the women's vol
leyball team at the University of
the Sciences inPhiladelphia.

joined Responsive Manage
ment as a research associate.
She previously was corporate
communications officer for
WVPT, V irginia's Public Tele
v1s10n.
Matthew T. Crenshaw and
Sheila Hart Sanderford were
married April 3. Matt is a teacher
and football coach with Hanover
County Public Schools. The
couple lives in Mechanicsville,
Va.

2001

Tamara Amber Cire!!orv and
Stephen Michael Craver were
married April 17. The couple lives
in Harrisonburg, Va.

Tina L. Baker and Joseph Mor
ris were married June 26. Tina
teaches eighth grade history in the
Staunton City Schools. The
couple lives in Weyers Cave, Va.

Dr. Justin Hill (see Ashley Bair
Hill, '97).
Sarah Kathleen Martin and
Steven Craig Haldeman were
married April 3. The couple is
living in Texas.

Kathy Hil!h and Christopher
Blouch were married July 10.
Kathy is a seventh-grade family
and consumer sciences teacher
at Seneca Ridge Middle School
in Sterling, Va., The couple lives
in Herndon, Va.

Candace Mae McClun!! and
Keith AllenLambert were mar
ried June 9. Candace is an edu
cation coordinator at the
Rockingham Memorial Hospital
School of Medical Technology
in Harrisonburg, Va.
Meredith Hall Moomaw (see
Scott A. Moomaw, '93).
Kristen Stovenour of Greens
boro, N.C., was named 2004
Teacher of the Year at Balfour El
ementary School in Asheboro, N.C.
Dennis E. and April Owens
Villone have identical twin
daughters, Sydney Elise and Erica
Morrigan, born March 31.The
family lives in HighlandPark, N.J.

Sydney Elise and
Erica Morrigan Villone

Elijah Sherrard Naff

Noel and Stephanie LaPrade
Naff have their first child, a son,
Elijah Sherrard, born Nov. 3,
2003. Noel received an M.Div.
degree from Bethany Theologi
cal Seminary in May and is pas
tor of Mill Creek Church of the
Brethren in Tryon, N.C., where
the family lives. They would en
joy hearing from friends and
classmates at nsnaff@hotmail.com.
John Shirley received a master
of letters degree in Shakespeare
and Renaissance literature in
performance from Mary
Baldwin College in May, and this
fall, he is pursuing a master of
fine arts degree there. From June
27 thru July 18, Shirley taught
two classes at the West V irginia
Governor's Honors Academy at
Marshall University in Hunting
ton, WVa.
Lanna June Strawderman and
Timothy A. Higgs were married
March 27. Lanna teaches first
grade in Rockingham County. The
couple lives in Briery Branch, Va.

Amy Lynne Fisher and Brian
Marshall Waybright were married
May 15. She works for Augusta
Lumber in Waynesboro, Va.,
where the couple lives.

Thomas Maxwell Comer and
Evelyn Marie Bailey, '02, were
married June 12. Tom is an associ
ate chemist for McCormick and
Company in Hunt Valley, Md., and
Evelyn is a senior field sales man
ager for Vector Marketing. In 2003,
she also completed post-graduate
studies at the Maryland Institute
College of Art in Baltimore. The
couple lives in Cockeysville, Md.
Laura Elizabeth Stauffer and
Timothy Scott Chandler were
married May 8. She is employed
by Appomattox Healthcare Cen
ter. The couple lives in
Appomattox, Va.

Amy Johnson has earned a
master's degree in psychology
from James Madison University
and is a school psychologist for
Waynesboro (Va.)Public Schools.

1999
Andrea Michelle EQer•
Ciscione of Elkton, Va., has

2000

Christopher Stoehrmann and
Jocli Harris were married May 22.
Chris works for Harris Remodel
ing. The couple lives in Waterford,
Va.
Rebecca Wetzel and Joey
Reynolds were married July 10.
Becky teaches second grade at
WW. Robinson Elementary
School in Woodstock, Va., where
the couple lives.

2002
Evelyn Marie Bailey (see Tho
mas Maxwell Comer, '01).

Frizzelle were married July 25,
2003, by former assistant foot
ball coach John Baker, '63, of
Buchanan, Va.Lorna is a teacher
for the emotionally disturbed at
S. Gordon Stewart Middle School
in Fort Defiance, Va., and Jay is
employed at Select Aerospace in
Weyers Cave, Va., where the
couple lives.
Daniel C. Bremner Jr. and
Miriam Gardner were married
March 6. The couple lives in Glen
Allen, Va.

Kendall Hester Graves

Meranda Trout Graves and An•
drew c. Graves, '03, have a
daughter, Kendall Hester, born
Jan. 12, 2002. Meranda is a lab
technician for Merck & Com
pany, and Andrew is pursuing a
law degree at Appalachian School
of Law. The couple lives in
Grundy, Va.
Sean and Amanda Dell'Uomo
North are living in Manassas
Park, Va. Sean is employed by a
company that contracts for the
Department of Homeland Secu
rity, and Mandy teaches math
ematics inPrince William County.

2003
Lorna Mae Bell and Jason "Jay"

Stacie Elizabeth Essex and
Ross Clifton Mikels were mar
ried Sept. 13, 2003. She is direc
tor of Chesterbrook Academy in
Manassas, Va. The couple lives in
Sterling, Va.
Kevin A. Flora and Jennifer
Hawk, '04, were married June
5. The couple lives inVienna, Va.
Andrew C. Ciraves (see Meranda
Trout Graves, '02).
Paul Stutzman and Karen
Altice, '05, were married June
19. The couple lives in
Bridgewater, Va.

2004
Jennifer Hawk (see Kevin A.
Flora, '03).

2005
Karen Altice
Stutzman, '03).

(see Paul

Memorials...
Ressie "Pe!!!!V" Showalter
Coleman, '29, of Orange, Va.,
died April 20, at the age of 96.
She was a teacher at Orange
County High School for 35 years
before retiring. She also served
as leader of the Girl Scout Troop
in Unionville, Va., for many
years.
Warren Samuel craun, '31, of
Sebring, Fla., died May 7, at the
age of 96. He earned a master's
degree from the University of
V irginia. He taught at
Bridgewater College from 19341936 and served as College trea
surer during 1935-1936. He
worked for the V irginia State
Employment Service from 19391941. During 1946-47, he served
on the faculty of Florida State
University at Tallahassee as a pro
fessor of economics. Following
this assignment, he was em
ployed with the U.S. Wage and
Hour Board as an investigator
until retiring in 1965.
Helen Yates Muntzin!!, '31,
of Petersburg, WVa., died May
1, at the age of 94. After gradu
ating from Bridgewater College,
she taught elementary school in
Fairfax County. She also worked
for the federal government dur
ing World War II. She moved to
Petersburg in 1946, where she
was a member of the Petersburg
Fireman's Auxiliary and the Pe
tersburg Garden Club.
Lester w. Reed, '36, of Lex
ington, N.C., died Dec. 12,
2003.
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other big news that you'd like to tell your friends
about? Send your news to Bridgewater Magazine Class
Notes. Use the mail-in form on the back inside cover
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Orion Y. Row, '37, of Peachtree
City, Ga., died Dec. 29, at the
age of 88. He is survived by his
wife, Clara. Also among his sur
vivors is a brother, Maurice F.
Row Sr., '34, of Springfield, Va.
Dr. H. LeRoy scharon, '38,
of Houston, died May 15, from
complications of Parkinson's
disease. He was 89. He earned
M.S. andPh.D. degrees from Johns
Hopkins University and served
as a professor in the earth sci
ences department of Washing-►
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Memorials... Continued

Nelson T. Wetsel, a life trustee of
Bridgewater College, diedJuly 9, at the age of 82.
As a child, Wetsel watched his grandfather's
seed business grow from the back of a wagon into
a small business. As a teenager, he did everything
from sweeping to seed cleaning, inspecting fields,
driving trucks and providing sales service before
moving on to office and money management. In
1970, he became president of Wetsel Seed, serving
for 20 years, and also was a member of the board
of directors. As president, he was instrumental in
taking the business from a small seed store to a
multi-state distributor.
Wetsel served twice as president of the
Virginia Seedmen's Association, and in 1991,
received the Seedman of the Year Award. He also
was a board member of the American Seed Trade
Association.
An active member of the community, Wetsel
was a 45-year member of Fire Company No. 1 and
as president, helped organize Harrisonburg's first
rescue squad. He was a 55-year member and past
president of the Harrisonburg Exchange Club.
Wetsel also served as a director of the United
Virginia Bank and Rocking R Hardware Store and
was secretary-treasurer of the Harrisonburg
Parking Authority.
Joining the Bridgewater College board of
trustees in 1974, Wetsel served on the committee on
development and public relations and the
subcommittee on buildings and grounds.
A lifelong member of the First Church of the
Brethren, Wetsel served as chair of the church board
and was a Sunday school superintendent. He also
served as head usher and chair of deacons and was
a member of numerous committees.
Before World War II, Wetsel attended Strayer
Business College in Washington, D.C. During the
war, he served as a staff sergeant in the U.S. Army's
40th Division of the 108th Regiment in the
Intelligence Division and received a Bronze Star for
"Above and Beyond the Call of Duty."
He is survived by his wife, Helen, of
Harrisonburg, Va. Also among his survivors is a
son, Donald Wetsel, '79, of Fairfield, Va.

34

I BridQewater ■

ton University in St. Louis from
1947 to 1971. He also was an
exchange scientist at the USARP
Soviet Union Antarctic Institute
from 1967 to 1969, receiving the
Congressional Medal for Antarc
tic Services in 1968. In 1971,
Scharon became the director of
exploration of NL Industries in
Denver, later transferring to
Houston, where he served as di
rector of exploration for NL
Baroid. He also was on the staff
of the US Bureau of Mines and
US Geological Survey. A mem
ber of St. Stephen's Episcopal
Church, he sang in the choir and
served on the board of directors.
He is survived by his wife,
Glenna. Also among his survivors
are two daughters, Anne Carol
Scharon Economou, '73, of
South Bend, Ind., and Kathleen
Scharon Azzaro, '72, of San
Antonio, and ex-wife the Rev.
Anne Swi!!er scharon, '44,
of St. Louis.
Mynle Jones Spivey, '39, of
Suffolk, Va., died Feb. 15.
Garland L. Cline, '43, of Day
ton, Va., died April 26, at the
age of 82. He owned and oper
ated the Dayton Trading Post. He
had worked at Wampler Feed and
Seed, Imperial Ice Cream, Cline
Bus Line and T he Big Shoe Skat
ing Rink. He also was a milk in
spector for D.H.I.A. He was a
member of the Montezuma
Church of the Brethren.
Orland Lloyd Miller, '47, of
Charleston, W.Va., died April 21,
at the age of 82. He completed
naval officer training in Chicago
before serving in the Pacific as a
lieutenant in the Navy during
World War II. He was a retired
sales representative for Exxon.
An Eagle Scout and a Scout
leader, he delivered books for the
Head Start program. He is sur
vived by his wife, Elizabeth.
Nan Raissle Koerner, '49, of
Pittsburgh, died March 21.
Dean L. E!!!!e, '50, of
Roanoke, Va., died May 27,
while traveling on vacation in II-

linois. He was 85. He taught
school for 29 years, most of them
at William Fleming High School,
where he was chair of the art de
partment. In retirement, he built
an art studio at his home, where
he continued to create sculptures.
During World War II, he served
four years in Civilian Public Ser
vice. He was a member of the
Williamson Road Church of the
Brethren, where he taught junior
high, sang in the choir and was a
member of the bell choir. He is
survived by his wife, the former
Doris Cline, '46. Also among his
survivors are two daughters,
Christine "Tina" E!!!!e, '69, of
Mechanicsville, Va., and
Meredith "Merry" E!!!!e, '73,
of Fredericksburg, Va.; and a son,
A.Ian E!!!!e, '76, of Cary, N.C.
Ruth E. Stull Ridder, '51, of
Ellicott City, Md., died July 24,
2003. She is survived by her hus
band, Herbert L. Ridder, also
'51.
Dr. Donald L. Johnson, '52,
of Virginia Beach, Va., died Nov.
6, 2003, at the age of 73.
The Rev. Paul L. Groff, '57, of
Finksburg, Md., died May 4. He
is survived by his wife, the former
Barbara Furman, '.57. Also
among his survivors is a daughter,
Julia Groff Hollenber!!, '81, of
West-minster, Md., and a son,
Bradley P. Groff, '87, of
Earlysville, Va.
James D. Bowman, '60, of
Gray, Tenn., died April 25. He is
survived by his wife, the former
Phyllis Wine, '74.
The Rev. J. Melvin "Mel" Fike,
'79, of Polo, Ill, died May 11, at
the age of 46. He was pastor of
Polo Church of the Brethren and
a school bus driver for the Polo
Schools. He was a member of
the Polo Ministerial Association.
He is survived by his wife, Lisa.
Also among hi� survivors, is his
mother, Lorraine Texiere Fike,
'44, of Bridgewater, Va., a sister,
Judy Fike Riley, '68, of Luray,
Va., and a brother, J. Michael
Fike, '72, of Morgantown,
W.Va.
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Zane D. Showker, businessman, philanthropist and
generous friend of Bridgewater College, died onJune 23 at
the age of 78. A role model of leadership and civic
responsibility, Showker gave Bridgewater College
$1 million in 2002 to establish the Zane D. Showker
Leadership Institute, which sponsors the Leadership
Symposium for Bridgewater students and the High School
Leadership Academy. The institute also serves as a
resource for citizens in the local community.
The youngest of nine children, Showker was proud
that his parents named him after Western novelist Zane
Grey. Both of his parents died when Showker was just 12
years old. Determined to take care of himself, Showker
began delivering newspapers in
Craigsville, Va., where he graduated
from high school. After attending the
University of Richmond for one year,
Showker joined the U.S. Army Medical
Corps during World War II.
. In 1950, Showker established
Harrisonburg Fruit and Produce as
owner and general manager. The
company thrived, and in 1974, it
merged with SYSCO Food Services, the
country's largest wholesale food
distributor. Showker served as
president and general manager until
1991, when he became chairman emeritus of SYSCO Food
Services of Virginia.
Showker's entrepreneurial spirit was not limited to
one company. He also was involved in numerous business
partnerships throughout the Shenandoah Valley, helping
encourage the growth of small businesses that are now well
known companies throughout the community. He also owned
and operated Sunnybanks, a 160-acre farm, in Burketown.
A major contributor toJames Madison University's
Center for Entrepreneurship, Showker also was the primary
benefactor and leader in the development of the
Harrisonburg/Rockingham Enterprise Education and
Assistance Corporation Inc. (FREEA), an organization that
promotes free enterprise concepts. He created the charitable
foundation, Shenandoah Valley Economic Education.

A rector for JMU's Board of Visitors, Showker also
served on the Rockingham Memorial Hospital Board of
Directors and the Foundation Boards ofJMU,
Massanutten Vo-Tech and Blue Ridge Community College.
He served as president for numerous organizations,
including the Harrisonburg/Rockingham Chamber of
Commerce, the Harrisonburg Rotary Club, the
Rockingham Poultry Marketing Cooperative and Food
Suppliers and Associates Inc. He served on the board of
directors for the Virginia Wholesalers and Distributors
Association, the American Frontier Culture Museum and
the Crime Solvers for Harrisonburg/Rockingham County.
Showker received numerous awards and honors in
recognition of his contributions to
the community. In 1982, he was
named the Business Person of the
Year for Harrisonburg and
Rockingham County. He was honored
in 1985 with the Virginia Council for
Economic Education's first award
recognizing proponents of the
American Free Enterprise System. He
also received the Rotary
International Award for Vocational
Service in 1992.JMU honored
Showker by naming the College of
Business building "Zane Showker
Hall," and the First Presbyterian
Church of Harrisonburg named its activities hall the
"Showker Family Hall." In 2002, Bridgewater College
presented the Outstanding Service Award to Showker.
Other institutions that benefited from Showker's
generosity include the Virginia Mennonite Home Inc., the
American Frontier Culture Museum and First Presbyterian
Church of Harrisonburg, where he was a member. A
leader in the fund-raising campaign for Rockingham
Memorial Hospital's Cancer Center, Showker established a
$1 million trust to benefit the center. Additionally, he has
established a charitable trust to benefit other local and
regional organizations.
Showker's survivors include daughter, Zanene
Showker Hahn, a 1977 Bridgewater College graduate.
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Nelson T. Wetsel, a life trustee of
Bridgewater College, diedJuly 9, at the age of 82.
As a child, Wetsel watched his grandfather's
seed business grow from the back of a wagon into
a small business. As a teenager, he did everything
from sweeping to seed cleaning, inspecting fields,
driving trucks and providing sales service before
moving on to office and money management. In
1970, he became president of Wetsel Seed, serving
for 20 years, and also was a member of the board
of directors. As president, he was instrumental in
taking the business from a small seed store to a
multi-state distributor.
Wetsel served twice as president of the
Virginia Seedmen's Association, and in 1991,
received the Seedman of the Year Award. He also
was a board member of the American Seed Trade
Association.
An active member of the community, Wetsel
was a 45-year member of Fire Company No. 1 and
as president, helped organize Harrisonburg's first
rescue squad. He was a 55-year member and past
president of the Harrisonburg Exchange Club.
Wetsel also served as a director of the United
Virginia Bank and Rocking R Hardware Store and
was secretary-treasurer of the Harrisonburg
Parking Authority.
Joining the Bridgewater College board of
trustees in 1974, Wetsel served on the committee on
development and public relations and the
subcommittee on buildings and grounds.
A lifelong member of the First Church of the
Brethren, Wetsel served as chair of the church board
and was a Sunday school superintendent. He also
served as head usher and chair of deacons and was
a member of numerous committees.
Before World War II, Wetsel attended Strayer
Business College in Washington, D. C. During the
war, he served as a staff sergeant in the U.S. Army's
40th Division of the 108th Regiment in the
Intelligence Division and received a Bronze Star for
"Above and Beyond the Call of Duty."
He is survived by his wife, Helen, of
Harrisonburg, Va. Also among his survivors is a
son, Donald Wetsel, '79, of Fairfield, Va.
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Memorials...Continued
ton University in St. Louis from
1947 to 1971. He also was an
exchange scientist at the USARP
Soviet Union Antarctic Institute
from 1967 to 1969, receiving the
Congressional Medal for Antarc
tic Services in 1968. In 1971,
Scharon became the director of
exploration of NL Industries in
Denver, later transferring to
Houston, where he served as di
rector of exploration for NL
Baroid. He also was on the staff
of the US Bureau of Mines and
US Geological Survey. A mem
ber of St. Stephen's Episcopal
Church, he sang in the choir and
served on the board of directors.
He is survived by his wife,
Glenna. Also among his survivors
are two daughters, Anne Carol
Scharon Economou, '73, of
South Bend, Ind., and Kathleen
Scharon Azzaro, '72, of San
Antonio, and ex-wife the Rev.
Anne Swif!er Scharon, '44,
of St. Louis.

linois. He was 85. He taught
school for 29 years, most of them
at William Fleming High School,
where he was chair of the art de
partment. In retirement, he built
an art studio at his home, where
he continued to create sculptures.
During World War II, he served
four years in Civilian Public Ser
vice. He was a member of the
Williamson Road Church of the
Brethren, where he taught junior
high, sang in the choir and was a
member of the bell choir. He is
survived by his wife, the former
Doris Cline, '46. Also among his
survivors are two daughters,
Christine "Tina" Ef!f!e, '69, of
Mechanicsville, Va., and
Meredith "Merry" Ef!f!e, '73,
of Fredericksburg, Va.; and a son,
Alan Ef!f!e, '76, of Cary, N.C.

Mynle Jones Spivey, '19, of
Suffolk, Va., died Feb. 15.

Dr. Donald L. Johnson, '52,
of Virginia Beach, Va., died Nov.
6, 2003, at the age of 73.

Garland L. Cline, '41, of Day
ton, Va., died April 26, at the
age of 82. He owned and oper
ated the Dayton Trading Post. He
had worked at Wampler Feed and
Seed, Imperial Ice Cream, Cline
Bus Line and T he Big Shoe Skat
ing Rink. He also was a milk in
spector for D.H.I. A. He was a
member of the Montezuma
Church of the Brethren.
Orland Lloyd Miller, '47, of
Charleston, WVa., died April 21,
at the age of 82. He completed
naval officer training in Chicago
before serving in the Pacific as a
lieutenant in the Navy during
World War II. He was a retired
sales representative for Exxon.
An Eagle Scout and a Scout
leader, he delivered books for the
Head Start program. He is sur
vived by his wife, Elizabeth.
Nan Raissle Koerner, '49, of
Pittsburgh, died March 21.
Dean L. Ef!f!e, '50, of
Roanoke, Va., died May 27,
while traveling on vacation in II-

Ruth E. Stull Ridder, '51, of
Ellicott City, Md., died July 24,
2003. She is survived by her hus
band, Herbert L. Ridder, also
'51.

The Rev. Paul L. Groff, '57, of
Finksburg, Md., died May 4. He
is survived by his wife, the former
Barbara Furman, '57. Also
among his survivors is a daughter,
Julia Groff Hollenberf!, '81, of
West-minster, Md., and a son,
Bradley P. Groff, '87, of
Earlysville, Va.
James D. Bowman, '60, of
Gray, Tenn., died April 25. He is
survived by his wife, the former
Phyllis Wine, '74.
The Rev. J. Melvin "Mel" Fike,
'79, of Polo, Ill, died May 11, at
the age of 46. He was pastor of
Polo Church of the Brethren and
a school bus driver for the Polo
Schools. He was a member of
the Polo Ministerial Association.
He is survived by his wife, Lisa.
Also among hi� survivors, is his
mother, Lorraine Texiere Fike,
'44, of Bridgewater, Va., a sister,
Judy Fike Riley, '68, of Luray,
Va., and a brother, J. Michael
Fike, '72, of Morgantown,
WVa.
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Zane D. Showker, businessman, philanthropist and
generous friend of Bridgewater College, died onJune 23 at
the age of 78. A role model of leadership and civic
responsibility, Showker gave Bridgewater College
$1 million in 2002 to establish the Zane D. Showker
Leadership Institute, which sponsors the Leadership
Symposium for Bridgewater students and the High School
Leadership Academy. The institute also serves as a
resource for citizens in the local community.
The youngest of nine children, Showker was proud
that his parents named him after Western novelist Zane
Grey. Both of his parents died when Showker was just 12
years old. Determined to take care of himself, Showker
began delivering newspapers in
Craigsville, Va., where he graduated
from high school. After attending the
University of Richmond for one year,
Showker joined the U.S. Army Medical
Corps during World War IL
In 1950, Showker established
Harrisonburg Fruit and Produce as
owner and general manager. The
company thrived, and in 1974, it
merged with SYSCO FoodServices, the
country's largest wholesale food
distributor. Showker served as
president and general manager until
1991, when he became chairman emeritus of SYSCO Food
Services of Virginia.
Showker's entrepreneurial spirit was not limited to
one company. He also was involved in numerous business
partnerships throughout the Shenandoah Valley, helping
encourage the growth of small businesses that are now well
known companies throughout the community. He also owned
and operated Sunnybanks, a 160-acre farm, in Burketown.
A major contributor toJames Madison University's
Center for Entrepreneurship,Showker also was the primary
benefactor and leader in the development of the
Harrisonburg/Rockingham Enterprise Education and
Assistance Corporation Inc. (FREEA), an organization that
promotes free enterprise concepts. He created the charitable
foundation, Shenandoah Valley Economic Education.

A rector for JMU's Board of Visitors, Showker also
served on the Rockingham Memorial Hospital Board of
Directors and the Foundation Boards ofJMU,
Massanutten Vo-Tech and Blue Ridge Community College.
He served as president for numerous organizations,
including the Harrisonburg/Rockingham Chamber of
Commerce, the Harrisonburg Rotary Club, the
Rockingham Poultry Marketing Cooperative and Food
Suppliers and Associates Inc. He served on the board of
directors for the Virginia Wholesalers and Distributors
Association, the American Frontier Culture Museum and
the Crime Solvers for Harrisonburg/Rockingham County.
Showker received numerous awards and honors in
recognition of his contributions to
the community. In 1982, he was
named the Business Person of the
Year for Harrisonburg and
Rockingham County. He was honored
in 1985 with the Virginia Council for
Economic Education's first award
recognizing proponents of the
American Free Enterprise System. He
also received the Rotary
International Award for Vocational
Service in 1992.JMU honored
Showker by naming the College of
Business building "Zane Showker
Hall," and the First Presbyterian
Church of Harrisonburg named its activities hall the
"Showker Family Hall." In 2002, Bridgewater College
presented the Outstanding Service Award to Showker.
Other institutions that benefited from Showker's
generosity include the Virginia Mennonite Home Inc., the
American Frontier Culture Museum and First Presbyterian
Church of Harrisonburg, where he was a member. A
leader in the fund-raising campaign for Rockingham
Memorial Hospital's Cancer Center, Showker established a
$1 million trust to benefit the center. Additionally, he has
established a charitable trust to benefit other local and
regional organizations.
Showker's survivors include daughter, zanene
Showker Hahn, a 1977 Bridgewater College graduate.

■

Fall 20041 35

-----------------------time ines
1880

Bridgewater's First Freshmen
•

Six students ("five boys and one girl," according to Francis Fry Wayland's historical account of
Bridgewater College) comprised the first group of students to enroll at the Spring Creek Normal
School and Collegiate Institute on Sept. 6, 1880. More students followed during the school
year, increasing total enrollment for the 1880-81 session to 29.

•

Daily classes opened with a worship service in the chapel. All students, even non-residents were
required to attend, unless a parent or guardian requested them to be allowed to attend worship
elsewhere.

•

About spending money, the first catalog notes, "Parents should sparingly supply their children with
spending money while at school, and the financial interests of some may profitably be entrusted to
the hands of the Principal, who is quite willing to transact business for parents and guardians when
requested to do so."

•

Today's students will notice stark differences in the costs they pay vs. the costs paid by Bridgewater's
first students.

difference today an for genera
lps enhance the college commu
holarshi s technology and

For the first session, tuition was $3 per month; board (including fuel and light) was $10 per
month; and washing was $1 per month. That brings the grand total for an
entire 41-week session to $133 (with music lessons requiring extra charges!).
Tuition for the 2004-05 school year is $17,990, and room and board are $8,480. The good
news is that today's students can wash their laundry on campus free of charge.

WE

WANT TO

Include YOUR news in
CLASS NOTES
Keep in touch with your classmates! Share
your career and address changes, promo
tions, awards, marriages, babies, retire
ments, etc. Photos are welcome and will
be used whenever space permits. (Note:
photos sent via e-mail must be scanned at
350 dpi or higher and saved as a .tif or .jpeg.)
Send your news to:
Bridgewater Alumni Magazine
Box 180, Bridgewater College
Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599

e-mail:

AlumNews@Bridgewater.edu
Ril}ht: Bridgewater's first graduates, Daniel B. Garber, Kittie Danner and
William K. Franklin, received their bachelor of English degrees on June 18,

HEAR

F ROM

YOU!

NAME: ____________________ CLASS: ____
(please include maiden name)

SPOUSE'S NAME: ______________ BC CLASS: ____
ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________

HOME PH: __________ E-MAIL: ____________

0 Yes, add to "Alumni Address Exchange" on BC web

OCCUPATION/TITLE: _____________________
BUSINESS NAME: ______________________
ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________
______________ BUSINESS PH: __________

NEWS: (please spell out abbreviations)

1886. Above: Anna Rebecca Wampler Bowman sketched the building used
by the Spring Creek Normal School during its first two years. No photograph
of the building exists, so she drew it based on the memories of students.
Photos courtesy of Alexander Mack Memorial Library Archive
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1880

Bridgewater's First Freshmen
•

Six students ("five boys and one girl," according to Francis Fry Wayland's historical account of
Bridgewater College) comprised the first group of students to enroll at the Spring Creek Normal
School and Collegiate Institute on Sept. 6, 1880. More students followed during the school
year, increasing total enrollment for the 18 80-81 session to 29.

•

Daily classes opened with a worship service in the chapel. All students, even non-residents were
required to attend, unless a parent or guardian requested them to be allowed to attend worship
elsewhere.

•

About spending money, the first catalog notes, "Parents should sparingly supply their children with
spending money while at school, and the financial interests of some may profitably be entrusted to
the hands of the Principal, who is quite willing to transact business for parents and guardians when
requested to do so."

•

Today's students will notice stark differences in the costs they pay vs. the costs paid by Bridgewater's
first students.

BC mak
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difference today an or genera
lps enhance the college commu
holarshi
nology and

For the first session, tuition was $3 per month; board (including fuel and light) was $10 per
month; and washing was $1 per month. T hat brings the grand total for an
entire 41-week session to $133 (with music lessons requiring extra charges!).
Tuition for the 2004-05 school year is $17,990, and room and board are $8,480. T he good
news is that today's students can wash their laundry on campus free of charge.

WE

WANT TO

Include YOUR news in
CLASS NOTES
Keep in touch with your classmates! Share
your career and address changes, promo
tions, awards, marriages, babies, retire
ments, etc. Photos are welcome and will
be used whenever space permits. (Note:
photos sent via e-mail must be scanned at
350 dpi or higher and saved as a .tif or .jpeg.)
Send your news to:
Bridgewater Alumni Magazine
Box 180, Bridgewater College
Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599
e-mail:
AlumNews@Bridgewater.edu
Right: Bridgewater·s first graduates, Daniel B. Garber, Kittie Danner and
William K. Franklin, received their bachelor of English degrees on June 18,
1886. Above: Anna Rebecca Wampler Bowman sketched the building used
by the Spring Creek Normal School during its first two years. No photograph
of the building exists, so she drew it based on the memories of students.
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NAME: ____________________ CLASS: ____
(please include maiden name)

SPOUSE'S NAME: ______________ BC CLASS: ____
ADDRESS, CITY, STAT E, ZIP: __________________

HOME PH: __________ E-MAIL: ____________
0 Yes, add to "Alumni Address Exchange" on BC web

OCCUPAT ION/T IT LE: _____________________
BUSINESS NAME: ______________________
ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________
______________ BUSINESS PH: __________

NEWS: (please spell out abbreviations)

Photos courtesy of Alexander Mack Memorial Library Archive
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Indulge...

your enlerlainmenl and inlelleclual cravin8S wilh
Brideiewaler Colle8e's fall AQTS 0 EVENTS

December 1
BC Jazz Band
Wednesday, 8 p.m.

November 11

December 4 - S

Cinema Series: "In America"
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Cole Hall

Cole Hall

Messiah
Featuring the Bridgewater College Oratorio Choir
Saturday, 8 p.m., Sunday, 3 p.m.
Carter Center

*Lyceum Tlckets: $ 7 3 adults/$ 7 0 seniors, students, children.

Tlckets sold only at the door beginning one hour before the

November 4
ANNA B. MOW ENDOWED LECTURE

performance. Admission 1s free to all other performances

Human Cloning Debate

ea e

John Robertson and Dr. David Magnus
Thursday, 7 30 p.m.

Cole Hall

November 18
W HAROLD ROW ENDOWED LECTURE

Art

October 4 - November 1 0

Working in Series: Developing Your Voice

by Setting the Rules
Oil paintings and pastels by Joan Ranzini.
November 1 S - December 1 S
Eccentric Inventions
Ceramic sculpture by Allen Rosenbaum.

The Cleo Driver Miller Art Gallery is located off the main

lobby of the Kline Campus Center. The gallery is open da,/y,
8 a.m to 7 7 p.m.

October 28 - 31
The Pirates of Penzance

Overkill Serial Murder Exposed

Featuring the BC Pinion Players

Dr. Jack Levin
Thursday, 7 30 p.m.

Cole Hall

Music
November 1 S
LYCEUM'
Ensemble Amarcord,
Monday, 8 p.m.

Thursday - Saturday, 8 p m , Sunday, 3 p.m.
Cole Hall

Tlckets. $6 adults/$5 seniors, students, children. For

reservations, call (540) 828-8000 or log onto

www.br,dgewater.edu/performances beginning three weeks

prior to the opening performance.

a cappella quintet
Carter Center

November 21
Symphonic Band
Sunday, 3 p.m.

llfflrBRIDGEWAIBR
nn COLLEGE

Carter Center

ENTERED AS
PERIODICALS AT
BRIDGEWATER, VIRGINIA
AND ADDITIONAL OFFICES

----Bridgewater, Virginia 22812---

After 10 Years On
The Job, President
Stone Has Taken
Bridgewater
College To Lofty
Heights

